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LEIGH (British) 
LONG (British) 
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MARCINKUS (Lithuanian) 
MILFORD (British) 
MONDSCHEIN (Polish) 
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STREET ;^ MCGARR. 


These officers were interrogated at the Kripo H.Q. in Görlitz between 
26th and 30th March. wisman was told that "his wife would never see him again", 
Street that "he would be shot", Gunn that "he would lose his head" and Milford 
that "his wife would never see him again". The party left on 6th April under 
escort. None of the other prisoners saw the party leave Görlitz but they were 
told by the guards that they had left and they were not seen again. The urns 
later received at the Stalag bore their names and show them to have been 
cremated at Breslau on a date unspecified. 


F/Lt. LONG. 


This officer was interrogated at the Kripo H.Q. in Görlitz between 
26th and 30th March. He remained at the Görlitz gaol until 13th April on 
which date he was removed under escort. He was not seen again. The urn 
bearing his name shows him to have been cremated at Breslau on a date unspecified. 


F/Lts. BULL and MONDSCHEIN, E/O. KIERATH. 

Between 25th and 28th March 1944 these officers were interrogated at 
the Kripo H.Q. in Reichenberg. After the interrogation S/L. Williams, who was 
not normally a nervous man, appeared pale and scared. The party left under 
escort in the early hours of 29th March 1944 and were never seen again. The 
urns later received at the Stalag bearing their names show that they were 
cremated at Brüx on 29th March 1914. 


A 


officer was interrogated at the Kripo H.Q. at Reichenberg between 
27th and 30th March 1944. He was seen to leave under escort early on Mst 
March 1944 and was not seen again. The urn later received at the Stalag bearing 
his name shows him to have been cremated on 51st March 194 at a place 
unspecified. 


TOBOLSKI. 
This officer was interrogated at Stettin between 28th March and 2nd 
April 194. He was last seen in Berlin under the escort of two German 3.3. 
men in uniform going in the direction of the Silesian Station. The urn later 
received at the Stalag shows him to have been cremated at Breslau on a date 
unspecified. 


O. KROL. 


This officer was interrogated between 5th and 12th April 19L} in the 
civilian prison at Oels. He was last seen in his cell in the prison by an 
RAF. officer who has survived and he had been told by the prison governor 
that Krol would be sent back to Sagan. The urn later received at. the Stalag 
bears his name and shows him to have been cremated at Breslau on a date unknown. 


MARCINKUS and BRETTELL and F/O. PICARD. 


On 26th March 19424. these officers were taken, after recapture, to 
Stalag XXB at Willenberg, where they were fitted out with army battledress. 
On the afternoon of that day they were seen leaving in a car escorted by 
armed N.C.Os of the camp staff whose instructions were to hand them over to 
the Gestapo at Danzig. The urns later received at the Stalag bore their 
names and show them to have been cremated at Danzig on a date unspecified. 


Lts. GOUWS and STEVENS. 
On 25th March these officers, who were known to be making for Munich, 


were seen on the station at Breslau before the departure of the Munich train. 
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One of the survivors, who was recaptured in Munich, was told by the Gestapo 
that two of his fellow officers had been caught there on the previous day. 
The urns later received at the Stalag bore their names and show them to 
have been cremated at Munich on 31st March 1914. 


and Lt. SCHEIDHAUER. 


1 25th March 1944 these officers were seen at liberty on the station 
at Breslau and they were understood to be making for Trance. A survivor, 
who was interrogated by the Gestapo at Metz, was informed that two of his 
fellow officers had been arrested at Saarbrucken on 26th March. This 
survivor on 30th March was told by a Gestapo official that these two officers 
were still at Saarbrucken but would join him in Berlin. They have not been 
seen again. There are two urns marked Saarbrucken which do not bear names 
or dates but by a process of elimination these urns must relate to the two 
officers named above. 


* 


This officer was seen at liberty in Frankfurt-on-Main on 26th March 
1944. The urn later received at the Stalag bears his name and shows him 
to have been cremated at Natzweiler on Ast March 19. 


Lts. ESPELID and FUGELSANG. 
These two officers were not seen after they passed through the tunnel 
Sagan. The urns later received at the Stalag bear their names but omit 
he place and date of cremation. 
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L. KIRBY-GREEN and F/O. KIDDER. 


These two officers were not seen after leaving Sagan on the night of 
the escape. They were the only officers mking for Hungary via Slovakia 
and they carried maps of the Mahrisch Ostrau district. When the urns were 
later returned to the Stalag none of them bore the names of these officers 
but there were two unnamed urns marked Mahrisch Ostrau. 


CATANACH and P/O. CHRISTENSEN. 


These officers who were travelling together were not seen after 
leaving, the tunnel on the night ofbthe escape. They were making for 
Denmark. When the urns were later received at the Stalag two of them bore 
their names without giving the date or place of cremation. 


F/L. HAYTER. 


This officer was not seen after leaving the tunnel and was travelling 
alone towards France. When the urns were later received at the Stalag none 
of them bore his name but there is one unmarked urn which gives neither date 
nor place of cremation and this mst refer to hin. 


5. According to the evidence of the survivors there was no question of 
any officers having resisted arrest or of the recaptured officers having 
attempted a second escape. All were agreed that the weather conditions 
were against them and that such an attempt would be madness. They were 
anxious to be returned to the Stalag, take their punishment and try their 
luck at escaping another time. 


6. The Swiss representative (M. Gabriel Naville) pointed out on 9th June 
1944. in his report on his visit to Sagan that the cremation of deceased 
prisoners of war was most unusual (the normal custom being to bury them in a 
coffin with military honours) and that was the first case known to him where 
the bodies of deceased prisoners had been cremateü. Further it may be noted 
that if, as the Germans alleged, these 50 officers who were recaptured in 
widely scattered parts of Germany had resisted arrest or attempted a second 


/ 
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escape, it is probable that some would have been wounded and most improbable 
that all would have been killed. In this connection it is significant 
that the German Foreign Office refused to give to the Protecting Power the 
customary details of the circumstances in which each officer lost his life. 


7. General Major Westhoff at the time of the escapes | j harge of the 
% VA "General" Department relating to Prisoners of War and on KS AA 
A T 1945 he made a statement in the course of which he said that and General von 
^" Graevenitz the Inspector of the German P.0.W. Organisation were summoned to 
Berlin a few days after the escapes and there interviewed by Keitel. The 
latter told them that he had been blamed by Göring in the presence of Himmler 
for having let the prisoners of war escape. 


Keitel said, "Gentlemen, these escapes must stop. We must set an 
example. We shall take very severe measures. I can only tell you that the 
men who have escaped will be shot; probably the majority of them are dead 
already". When von Graevenitz objected, Keitel said "I don't care a damn; 
we discussed it in the Filhrer's presence and it cannot be altered". 
8. Max Ernst Gustav Friedrich Wielen was then the officer in charge of the 
Criminal Police (Kripo) at Breslau, and he also made a statement dated 26th 
August 1945 in the course of which he said that as soon as practically all the 
escaped R.A.F. officers had been recaptured he was summoned to Berlin where he 
saw Arthur Nebe the Chief of the Kripo Head Office who showed him a teleprint 
order signed by Kaltenbrunner which was to the effect that on the express orders 
of the Führer ovarhalf of the officers who had escaped from Sagan were to be 
shot after their recapture. It was stated that Müller had received corresponding 
orders and would give instructions to the Gestapo. “According to Wielen the 
Kripo, who were responsible for collecting and holding all the recaptured 
prisoners, handed over to the Gestapo the prisoners who were to be shot, having 
previously provided the Gestapo with a list of the prisoners regarded by the 
Camp authorities as "troublesome". 


9. The Appendix attached hereto gives a list of the material upon which 
this Report is based. The documents referred to are annexed to this Report. 


APPENDIX 
Material upon which the foregoing Report is based :- 


Proceedings of Court of Inguiry held at Sagan by order of the Senior 
British Officer in Stalag Luft III and forwarded by the Protecting 
Power. 


tatements of the following Allied witnesses :- 


(a) Wing Commander Day (f) Flight Lieutenant Marshall 
Flight Lieutenant Tonder (g) Flight Lieutenant Nelson 

c) Flight Lieutenant Dowse Flight Lieutenant Churchill 

d) Flight Lieutenant van Wymeersch Lieutenant Neely 

e) Flight Lieutenant Green P.S.M. Hicks 


Statements taken from the following Germans :- 


a) General Major Westhoff 
b) Oberregierungs und Kriminalrat Wielen (two statements) 
(c) Oberst von Lindeiner. — 


Photostat copy of the official list of dead transmitted by the German 
Foreign Office to the Swiss Legation in Berlin on or about 15th June 194. 


Report of the Representative of the Protecting Power on his visit to 
Stalag Luft III on 5th June 1944, 
A ? A, E 
Military Department, w' ARE 
Judge Advocate General's Office, Ke 0 Q 3 99 —Prigadier, 
London. —— Military Deputy. 
dë September 1945. 
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Copy KW. 2/76 


No. 5556 
218/1414. 


His Majesty's Minister at Berne presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the 
honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British Legation, 
Berne 


45th August, 194. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Berne despatch 4267 of 146elie 


Description of Enclosure. 


i Se ENT 
Name and Date 
geesde 


From: FeP.De British Interests: 


Date: 11th August, 1944. Documents concerning 
incident at Stalag Luft 3. 
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D+C.102 = LU/Me 39575 


Comme suite a sa note D.C.102 = J/Ro (29234) du 13 juin 1944 relative 
au deces de 50 officiers aviateurs de la Royal Air Force qui avaient tente 
de s'echapper du Stalag Luft 3, le Departement Politique federal, Division 
des Interets etrangers, a 1'honneur de faire tenir sous ce pli a la 
Legation de Sa Majeste Britannique copie d'une lettre, datee du 17 juillet 
1944, de "Senior British Officer" de ce camp, ainsi qu'une liste comple” 
mentaire de 21 urnes funeraires deposees au Stalag Luft 3. 


La Legation de Sa Majeste observera que la lettre ci-jointe contient 
des renseignements qui completent ceux que le "Senior British Officer" en 
question avait communiques par sa lettre du 27 mai 1914, transmise a la 
Legation de Sa Majeste par la note precitee du Departement. 


En ce qui concerne les indications figurant dans la liste annexee des 
urnes funeraires, la Legation de Suisse a Berlin observe qu'elles ne 
correspondent pas exactement avec celles mentionnees dans une liste 
etablie par le "Senior British Officer" du Stalag Luft 3. Elles deivent 
toutefois etre considerees comme etant plus exactes, ayant ete relevees 
personnellement sur les urnes par les collaborateurs de la Legation, alors 
que celles notees dans la liste du “Senior British Officer" ont ete 
recueillies subrepticement par des prisonniers de guerre qui n'ont sans 


doute pas eu la possibilite de copier ces indications d'une maniere precise. 


Le nombre des urnes funeraires deposees au Stalag Luft 3 et qui 
centiennent les cendres des aviateurs britanniques decedes a la suite de 
leur evasion s'eleve actuellement a 50. 


La Legation de Suisse a Berlin ajoute que les autorites allemandes 
ont donne leur assentiment a la construction d'un monument funeraire dans 
lequel seront placees ces urnes. Le plan de ce monument a ete etabli par 
un officier britannique du Stalag Luft 2, et ce sont des camarades des 
officiers decedes qui sont en train de le construire dans le cimetiere des 
prisonniers de guerre de Sagan. Ce monument sera probablement termine 
dans le courant du mois d'aout. 


A la Legation de Sa Majeste Britannique 


BERNE le 11 aout 19. 


Annexes: copie d'une lettre 
copie d'une liste (2) 
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North Compound 
Stalag Luft 3 


47th July, 1914. 


Death of 50 Officers who escaped on 2)th/25th 


I have the honour to refer to my letter dated 27 May 1914. 


informing you of the arrival in this Camp of the cremated remains 
of 29 Officers. 

The name of one Officer was omitted in error from the list 
attached to the above letter, The name was that of 


F/0. Kolanowski, Wlodizimiers, P.)243 PoW. 678 
Nat. Polish, 


I would request that the British Government be informed of this 
amendment to the list. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Sgà.) D.E.L. WILSON 
D.E.L. Wilson 


Group Captain 
Senior British Officer 


The Secretary; e i 
Swiss Legation, S (KR 95 
Prisoners of War Department 
Schloss Goerne 
Friesack/ilark 
Deutschland, 
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LISTE COMPLEMENTATRE DES URNES FUNERAIRES DEPOSEES 


AU STALAG IUPT 3 ET CONTENANT LES CENDRES DE 21 DES 


AVIATEURS BRITANNIQUES DECEDES A LA SUITE DE LEUR EVASION 


Lieu de Date de la mort 
naissance ou de la 
cremation 


CATENACH James 28.11.21 Melbourne 
FUGIESANG Nils 710.18 Fledsef jord 
Christensen Arnold Be 14,22 Heesting 
ESPELID Haldar 6410.20 Bergen 
GRISMAN William 

No 1872 

No 1874 


WILLIAMS John 6. 5.1 9 Brux 
No 6925 


MONDSCHEIN Jerzy 18, 3.09 Brux 
No 6927 


LONG James Breslau 
No 6386 Maehrisch Ostrau 
No 6385 u 


BULL Leslie 7.11.16 
No 6926 


KIERATH Reginald 20. 2415 
No 6928 


STEVENS 
PICARD 
No 18350 


MARCINCUS 
No 18547 


WALLENN No 18352 
BRETTELL No 18349 Danzig 


GIFFORD Stower John 45. 916 eingeaescht 


COCHRAN Dennis 43. 8.24 London 


eingeaescht Natzweiler 


indications sont celles relevees sur les urnes 





ny 


18 





UU IN 


11509 - 0019 
INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATHS OF 


AMADA ANIN A A L— 
FIFTY BRITISH AND ALLIED PRISONERS, MEMBERS OF 
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE, OF STALAG IUFT ILL, SAGAN, GERMANY, 
BETWEEN MARCH 24th 194 AND A DATE UNDETERMINED, BY ORDER OF 


GROUP CAPTAIN D.E.L. WILSON, R,AsF,, SENIOR BRITISH OFFICER AT 


Ve 


STALAG IUFT III, GERMANY. (82 Pages) 


Contents: 


List of Witnesses. 

Certificates of Investigating Officers and Senior British Officer. 

Evidence taken on oath of escaped prisoners returned to the Compound. 

Statements made by Germans prior to the escape (mot on oath). 

Statements made by Germans subsequent to the escape (not on oath) e 

List of Officers of whose deaths we have been informed. 

List of Officers who are still missing, together with certain 
known particulars. 

Summary of Information obtained from lebels on urns containing 
ashes of deceased. 

Evidence on hand with regard to clothing worn by certain of the 
missing Officers. 

Chronological Summary of events. 


nn 


Investigating Officers 
Wing Commander M.F.D. Williams, D.S.0., Re Äe Be 


Flight Lieutenant ReGe Stark, RNZAF. 
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First Witness: 
Second Witness: 
Third Witness: 
Fourth Witness: 
Fifth Witness: 
Sixth Witness: 
Seventh Witness: 
Eighth Witness: 
Ninth Witness: 
Tenth Witness: 
Eleventh Witness: 
Twelfth Witness: 
Thirteenth Witness: 
Fourteenth Witness: 


Fifteenth Witness: 


Flight 


TI 


Lieutenant Bernard Green 


Lieutenant Douglas Arthur Poynter 


Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 
Flight 


Lieutenant Alastair Thompson McDonald 
Lieutenant Paul Gordon Royle 

Lieutenant Alfred Keith Ogilvie 

Lieutenant Alfred Burke Thompson 
Lieutenant Michael Morey Shand 

Lieutenant Henry Cuthbert Marshall 
Lieutenant Thomas Robert Nelson 
Lieutenant Richard Sydney Albion Churchill 
Lieutenant Leslie Charles James Brodrick 
Lieutenant Richard Anthony Bethel 


Lieutenant William James Cameron 


Lieutenant Alexander Desmond Neely 


Plight 


Lieutenant Albert Armstrong. 
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CERTIFIED that the evidence which follows on aoth was taken 


- 53.“ 


before us at Stalag Luft III, Germany during the month of 
April, 1944: 


M.F.D. Williams, 


Sagan, 
16th July 1944. 


Wing Commander. 


ReGe St ark, 


Flight Lieutenant. 


CERTIFIED that the evidence and information which follows was 
obtained on instruction from me as Senior British Officer at 


Stalag Luft III 


DeEeLe Wilson 


Group Captain. 


Sagan, 
46th July 1944 


Note: The name of Ellis of Baleria appears in certain 
places in this evidence. Ellis is a prisoner of war at 
Baleria who escaped at approximately the same time as 


the other Officers but independently to them. 
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3e First Witness, Flight Lieutenant Bernard Green, ReAsFe Neben 
Service Number 76904, Prisoner of War Number 121, being duly sworn states: 


e A e 


I escaped by means of a tommel from the North Compound at Stalag 
Luft III on the night of 24th/25th March 19. 


I was dressed in an old British Officer's khaki uniform to which I 
has attached civilian buttons. I did not have a hat but wore a balaclava. 


i carried the usual escape equipment, that is, maps, etc. and had 
provided myself with a home-made Ausweis and Arbeitsdienst leave pass 
(urlaub). I did not carry a prisoner of war identity dise or a service 
identity disc as I had been advised in the camp not to do so in case I 
were caught early. I had no mans of identification as there were no 
markings on any of my clothes. 


I was caught at BoberÜhrsdorf in the early afternoon of 25th March 
by a German private soldier who took me to Hirschburg Police Station. 
When I arrived there I saw Major Dodge and F/Lt. Wernham who had also been 
caught, At about 11 or 12 o'clock that night I was interrogated in the 
Police Station by two civilians, one of whom talked fairly good English. 
My answers were taken down by a typist in German and I was advised to sign 
the statement. I protested that my knowledge of German was not sufficient 
to check the accuracy of the written statement but I was advised that it 
was in my interests to sign as it was possible that I should be treated as 
a spy. The interrogator said that he aid not think there would be any 
mistakes in the statement and I therefore signed it. The interrogation 
lasted about 3/4 hour, the main questions being - how did I get out and 
when did I get out? To these questions I answered that it was a military 
duty and I cannot discuss plans, He also asked me where I was going, 
pointing out that I had a very long way to go whichever way I went. I 
gave him to understand that I was going to any place where I could wait to 
be picked up by the Russians in their advance, At no time during the 
interrogation did he suggest that I was a saboteur or an agent, but before 
I signed the statement the interrogator inserted a paragraph of his own to 
the effect that I had committed no criminal act during my escape attempt. 
I stayed in this police station until the early hours of the morning of the 
26th March and during my stay the following officers arrived: Kiewnarski, 
Pawluk, Skanziklas, James, Poynter, At about three o'clock in the morning 
all eight of us were taken to Hirschburg civil gaol where we were put 
together in a cell. Major Dodge was taken away, I think on Monday 
27th March by the gaoler, not handcuffed, his destination unknown. Pawluk 
and Kiwrwnarski were away on Wednesday morning, 29th March and Skanziklas 
and Wernham later on the same day, destination unknowne At about 4 asme 
on Thursday, 30th March t and said two of us were going 
to be taken away, "get up and dress". rwards Poynter and I 
were taken away by two plain clothes dete ne in the 
cell. Ve were taken by the detectives, 

On arrival at Stalag 


authoritiese 

he was called into the Comma 

and told us that they could not have us and that we were 
police. 


The detectives looked taken aback at this announcement , as also did 
Charles the "ferret" who was standing nearby. The — e = took us 
back to Sagan police station where after about a quarter of an hour we saw 
a Sede —— ;d "It is all right" and took us back to 
the Camp. He went to 
later we were taken to the guard ro 
the German Arrest Block and after 4 4/2 days there were brought to the 


North Camp Arrest Block. 
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To the Question: "Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at eny 
time during your interrogation at Hirschburg?" 


F/Lt Green replied: "No, Those words would be too strong; they did say 
however, that due to the fact that we were not 
dressed as Officers we could be treated as civilians 
and therefore agents or spies. This was stressed 
several times during the interrogation." 


During your time at Hirschburg did they at any time 
give you any indication as to your ultimate fate? 


No, 


During interrogation did they ask you whether all 
escapees were headed for a common rendez-vous? 


Noe 


Question: Have you any idea why you and Poynter were selected 
to be brought back to the camp? 


Answer: On thinking it over since I have been back, I thought 
it might be because we were dressed in clothes nearer 
to uniform than any of the otherse 


During your talks with the other Officers at 
Hirschburg did they tell you that they had been asked 
and questions dissimilar from those given to you? 


My general impression is that the questions were all 
more or less in the same forme My impression was that 
the two Polish officers may have had a more thorough 
interrogatione 


Did the parties of Officers who moved off before you 
show any concern as to their fate? 


No. 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Hirschburg 
were Gestapo? 


No. They were definitely the ordinary police. As 
far as I know, at no time did we have any dealings 
with the Gestapo. The Assistant Gaoler, who had 
lived in Liverpool, remarked that we were extremely 
fortunate that we had not fallen into the hands of 
the Gestapo. 


Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials 
at Hirschburg? 


I think the name of one of the detectives was Rudolf. 
The name on the door of his office was "Polizei Sekt. 
Rudolf". 


In private conversation with German officials did you 
learn anything bearing on the tragedy? 


No. We knew nothing of it until we got back to the 

Arrest Block, North Compound, although looking back, 

the look on Charles the "ferret's" face when the Camp 
refused to take us made me wonder whether we were in 

any dangere 


(Sgà.) BERNARD GREEN 


Sagan, UOS : 
40th July 1944. Flight Lieutenant 
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E HUM, Lieutenant Douglas Arthur Poynter, Royal Navy, being duly sworn, 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft III 
on the night of 24th/25th March 1914, I was dressed in naval reefer anà 
trousers, stripped of service buttons and badges of rank, I had sewn black 

V buttons on in their place. My headgear consisted of a home-made dirty white 
cloth cap. I carried the usual escape equipment, that is, maps, etc. and 
provided myself with a home-made Ausweis and Arbeitsdienst leave pass and a 
police permission to travel. I did not carry a prisoner of war identity disc 
or service identity disc as I had been advised in the Camp that it would be of 


no use to mes I had no means of identification as there were no marks on my 
clothes. 


I was caught alone by uniformed civil police in the train on the way to 
Polauen at about 19.30 hours on 25th March, As my papers were not in order 
I was taken to the police station at Hermsdorf, To the police on the train 
I admitted that I was an officer prisoner of war. 


At the police station at Hermsdorf I was questioned by a police sergeant 
who asked me name, rank, number and from where I came anà my destination, I 
answered that I could tell him nothing more than my name, rank, number, After 
&bout two hours in the police station I was handcuffed and then taken by trein 
to Hirschburg police station. When I got to Hirschburg police station I saw 
Major Dodge, F/Lt. Green, Wernham, Skanziklas, Kierwnerski, Pawluk and James, 
who were awaiting individual questioning. When my turn came I was interrogated 
by two plein clothes policemen, one of whom could speak English. There were 
other senior uniformed police officials in the room, 


They asked details of my identity and method and time of escape and 
ultimate destination. I then had special interrogation on my papers which 
they produced, pointing out that such papers should only be carried by people 
working for the Germans. They asked where they had come from, pointing out that 
as they were unable to establish definitely my identity as a British prisoner 
of war I could get into serious trouble. Up to this stage all I had answered 
was questions of my identity, admitting that I had come from Sagan. They then 
wanted my prison history. All this was typed out in German, was given to me 
to read with the help of an interpreter and I signed it. 


At 02.00 hours on the 26th I was taken with the other seven officers, 
half of us being handcuffed, to the civil gaol in Hirschburg, where we were 
searched and put in a cell together. 


I had no more interrogation and on Monday 27th March Major Dodge was 
taken away by a plain clothes man, Major Dodge was wearing a cut down R. A. P- 
greatcoat and, I think, khaki trousers and no hate 


On Tuesday, 28th March, as we were dissatisfied with the cell conditions 
we asked to see a senior police official and in the afternoon a police 
Hauptmann visited us, but refused to listen to our complaintse We asked him 
where Dodge had gone and he replied that it was no business of ours. He also 
said that they had not established that we were officers or prisoners of war 
and that until we had established that fact we would be treated as police 
prisoners. 


On Wednesday, 29th March Pawluk and Kierwnarski were taken away in the 
morning, and Wernham and Skanziklas were taken away in the afternoon. They 
were all taken away by plein clothes men in exactly the same way as Dodge». 
None of us had any idea where they were going, but we assumed that they had 
been sent back to Sagane 


04,00 hours on h March the gaoler told us to get up, gave us 
BE Ae? told us Ge two of us were to be taken away but he did not know 
which. Shortly afterwards, F/Lt. Green and I were taken away leaving 
F/Lt. James alone and we were brought back to Sagan Camp by train by two plain 
clothes police. After the police had been in the Commandantur about half an 
hour, an Abwehr Officer told us that there had been a mistake and that we 
would have to go back with the police. I protested and said that as we had 
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been brought back to the Camp and were prisoners of war, we should be put under 
the control of the Luftwaffe. He said that he was sorry but that the matter 
was out of his hands, and we were then taken by the plain clothes men to Sagan 
police station, After a short time there a Hauptmann of the S.S. Polizei 
Division came in and said in English: "It is all right; I will take you back", 
and soon after he took us back to the Camp. When we arrived in the Camp guard 
room I noticed that the Luftwaffe authorities were very anxious that we should 


not be seen by any other prisoner of war and closed the shutters of the guard 
rooms 


To the Question: Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at any time 
during your interrogation at Hirschburg? 


Lieutenant Poynter replied: No 


2e Question: During your time at Hirschburg did they at any time give 
you any indication as to your ultimate fate? 


No. 


During the interrogation did they ask you whether all 
escapees were headed for a common destination? 


Noe 


Have you any idea why you and Green were selected to be 
brought back to the Camp? 


No. 

From your conversation with the other Officers at Hirschburg 
did you gather that their interrogations were on the same 
lines as yours? 


Yes 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show 
any concern as to their fate? 


No = they were curious but not apprehensive. 


Did you know whether your interrogators at Hirschburg were 
Gestapo? 


Well, I don't think so, although the plain clothes men 
seemed to have a lot of authority over the senior uniformed 
officials. 


Did you ascertain any of the names of the officials at 
Hirschburg? 


No, but we saw the name "Rudolf Polizei Sekt." on a door. 


Question: In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


Answer: No. 


i j in the statement 
Que ioni Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in t 

which you signed to the effect that you had committed no 

criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


Noe 


h^. 
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So far as you have learmed in your talks with these 
missing officers, had they committed any criminal offence? 


None at all 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say 
whether any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


Definitely not - they had kept to the main road. 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war 
or Service identity discs? 


Just Pawluk, and I am almost sure that the others had not. 


What was the reaction of the police at Hirschburg to 
Pawluk's identity disc? 


The reply of the German had been that as he could make the 
civilian papers he could just as easily have made the disc. 


Question: During the time you were with the three Allied officers 
had they had the same treatment that you had? 


Answer: Apparently so. 


(Sgd.) D.A. POYNTER 
Sagan, 
40th July 1944. Lt. (A) ReNe 


Third Witness, Flight Lieutenant Alastair Thompson McDonald, 
Service No.115420, Prisoner of War No. 16, being duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag 
Luft III on the night of 24th/25th March 1944. I was dressed in an ReAcFe 
airman's greatcoat and battle dress, both without service buttons (I had 
sewn on black buttons) or service markings and a civilian cap made of old 
blanket material which I afterwards disposed of. I carried the usual 
escape equipment, that is, maps etce but possessed no means of identification 
and there were no marks on my clothes. 


I was caught alone on Sunday 26th March near Neuharmer by members of 
the Landwacht who returned me by motor truck to Halbau police station. 
There I saw Cameron, Stewart, Evans, Hall and two more whose names I do not 
know. I was searched but not interrogated and during the morning all 
seven of us were taken by uniformed police by motor truck to Sagan police 
station where we were again searched and put together in a cell. We 
remained there until 01.00 hours on Monday, 27th March by which time another 
43 officers had arrived. 


We (all 19) were taken by uniformed police and what were apparently 
uniformed S.S., armed with tommy guns and rifles in a motor lorry, a car 
in front and one behind, to Gorlitze We arrived outside what appeared to 
be a civilian gaol - a very large building - some three hours after leaving 
Sagan. We were put into cells not unlike those 8t Stalag Luft III at 
first I was alone, next morning Cameron being brought in to join me. $ 
then changed my civiliansbuttons to uniform buttons. Cameron and I were 
then left alone until Tuesday and about midday we were both taken out at 
the same time to adjacent cells where I was interrogated by a uniformed. 
S.S. interpreter, a civilian and a woman typist. 


The civilian appeared to have a list of questions which were 
supplemented quite a lot by the interpreter. The interpreter, who spoke 
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with an American accent, asked me the following questions, after warning me 
of the seiousness of my position. He said the penalty for carrying forged 
papers and wearing civilian clothes in Germany was known to me. I replied 
that I did not have either. Then followed the usual questions which are 
used at Dulag Luft regarding my identity together with questions as to method 
® of escape and destination. I answered that I had gone over the wire, had 
been alone and I had not intended meeting anyone, He also asked me who 
ordered to go out to which I replied "no-one", The next matter which he dealt 
with was my destination to which I replied "Italy". He countered the statement 
by saying that I was headed for Czecho-Slovakia and wrote this down, He then 
went back over various questions and then asked if that was all I intended 
saying. He handed me the statement typed in German which I could read. It 
was accurate except for the inclusion of the word "Slovakia" to which I 
protested. He then altered it to'going South". He then requested me to sign 
it but when I refused he looked surprised. I was then marched back to an 
empty cell. Later he came back and attempted to get me to sign the statement 
saying that my comrade had admitted leaving by a tunnel and had signed a 
statement. I again refused. From then until Saturday ist April I was moved 
round from cell to cell five times which allowed me contact with most of the 
officers there. On Saturday night 1st April, Thompson, Ogilvie, Royle and 
myself were taken from our respective cells and moved to another cell. Later 
that night the civilian gaoler came and told us that we were leaving for Sagan 
next daye The four of us left Sunday morning 2nd April for Sagan with three 
Luftwaffe guards. Upon arrival at Stalag Luft III we were placed in separate 
cells in the North Compound Arrest Block, 


To the Question: Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at any time 
during your interrogation at Gorlitz? 


E/Lt. McDonald replied: No threats or intimidation except a warning of the 
seriousness of our position. 


2. Question: During your time at Gorlitz aid they at any time give you 
any indication as to your ultimate fate? 


Noe 


During interrogation aid they ask you whether all escapees 
were headed for a common destination? 


Yes. They did ask me - they did not suggest one. 


Question: Have you and idea why you and the other three were selected 
to be brought back to the Camp? 


swer No - I have no idea 


Question: From your conversation with the other officers at Gorlitz 
did you gather that their interrogations were on the same 
lines as yours? 


r Yes. 
Question: Did any officers leave Gorlitz before you? 


swers Not to my knowledgee 


— —— 


Question: Did you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were 
Gestapo? 


Yes. They were: the interpreter told me they were Gestapo. 


Question: Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at 


Gorlitz? 


Answer: Noe 


————— 
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Sagan, 
40th July, 1944 
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In private conversation with German officials did you learn 


anything bearing on the tragedy? 
Noe 


Was a paragraph inserted by the interro d 
gator in your statement 
to the effect that you had committed no crimi i 
n 
your attempt to escape? — 


Noe 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
z : s 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


No 


From your talks with the missing officers did you gather that 
any of them had wandered into forbidden pha à — 


No. 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
Service identity discs? 


None that I know of. 


During the time you were with Allied officers had they had 
the same treatment that you had? 


Yes. I was with Valenta and he received the same treatment 
that I did. 


Could you name the other officer escapees who were at Gorlitz? 


I remember seeing: Casey, Shand, Hake, Pohe, Gunn, Grisman, 
Marshall, Valenta, Long, Bethel, Kolanowski, Milford, Cameron, 
Wiley, Stewart, Armstrong, McGill, Birkland, Churchill, 
Langford, Evans, Cross, Hall, MeGarr, Humphreys, Nelson, 
Thompson, Royle, Ogilvie, Williams (JeFe). 

I did not actually see Swain, Leigh, Brodrick and Street, but 
was told they were in an adjoining cell. 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Yes. Wiley told me that the interrogator opened the interview 
with the remark: "You realize that you will probably not see 
your parents again." One other officer was told that our 
Secret Service had caused a Consular official to disappear in 
2% hours = "We can do the sane". 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempt to 
resist arrest or re-escapee Have you any comment on this? 


Yes. It must have been impossible in the case of at least 
Hake, who was so badly frost-bitten he could hardly stand. 
Several of the others had told me that they had no intention 
of attempting to re-escape from their predicament owing to 
their exhaustion, the heavy snow, and their lack of food. 


Were the guards who came to collect you from Gorlitz 
definitely Stalag Luft III personnel? 


Yes. They had arrived on the Saturday evening and slept in 


the cell opposite us and would definitely know that there were 


a large number of British officers at Gorlitz. 
least two of them in the Compound prior to my escape. 


Ana y 36 (Sgd.) Ast. McDONALD. F/Lt. 
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Fourth Witness, Flight Lieutenant Paul Gordon Royle, Service Noe 42152, 
Prisoner of War Noe 2269, being duly sworn states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound at Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24th/25th March 1944. I was dressed in RAJ’. blue trousers, 
Army battle-dress and an Airman's greatcoat with civilian buttons but without 
shoulder markings, and a blue balaclava. I carried the usual escape equipment 
maps etc. I had no prisoner of war identity disc nor Service identity disc 
but on my greatcoat was an Air Ministry stamp. I had not removed my name nor 
the manufacturer's makers from any of my clothes. 


F/Lt. Humphreys and I headed due south and were caught on 26th March at 
02.30 hours near Tiefenfurt by metibers of the Landwachte They shouted to a 
policeman and a soldier who took us to the village there and after searching 
us roughly and asking name and prisoner of war number put us in a cell at the 
police station. Half an hour later Armstrong arrived, followed later by 
Valenta and Marshall, We all destroyed our papers and escape equipment while 
we were in the cell there, but not our money. That morning, five uniformed 
police arrived and took us by motor van to Sagan. There we were put ina 
police cell, later taken to offices where we were all completely stripped and 
searched, everything being taken from us except our clothes. After this we 
were put into a large cell where there were already about ten escapees and we 
were later joined by about four more. 


At 23.00 hours on 26th March a party of 46-49 escapees, including myself 
were put into a large van and taken to Gorlitz by uniformed police and/or S.S. 
armed with tommy guns, preceded and followed by police cars. After arrival 
at Gorlitz 02.30 hours on 27th March I was put into a cell with Ogilvie and 
Hall. On Tuesday 28th March I was taken to an office outside the prison 
where I was interrogated by a civilian, a uniformed Army interpreter and a 
typiste 


The first question asked me was what "AL." on my greatcoat meant, but I 
did not answer. The interrogator then brought out a form and asked me my 
name, rank and personal particulars. Next, how I happened to be there, I 
replied that I had escaped from Stalag Luft 3. He followed this by asking 
me where did I get my clothes and if they came from civilians but I refused to 
answer. After asking me how and when I escaped he threatened m indirectly 
by asking me how I could prove my claimed identity, to which I replied by what 
I had told him, He then went into a long speech of about five minutes pointing 
out how I could disappear and that it was not incumbent upon him to get into 
touch with Stalag Luft 3 and it was certainly not necessary for him to believe 
the information I had given him as to my identity. I told him that I had said 
all that I could saye He then talked for about 20 minutes saying that he need 
not worry to prove my identity, pointing out that if an act of sabotage had 
happened in the civinity of my capture it could be assumed that I had committed 
it and that I could be made to disappear without anyone knowing or caring. He 
also talked in a vague way about political events, mentioning Russian treatment 
of German prisoners of war, asking why Germany should care about use He 
finished on the theme that the Germans were too honest, mentioning Red Cross 
parcels and cigarettes. E ly in the interrogation I heard the interpreter say 
to the civilian that it was obvious that I was a British officer (later in the 
conversation he called me "Captain"). Finally he produced my statement which 
had been taken down in German by the typist, asking me to sign it, which I did. 
It appeared to be a fair summarye I was taken back to the gaol and put into 
a cell with Oglivie and Hall. That day or next Hall was taken to another 
cell and we were joined by McGarr, later by McDonald and at other times various 
officers. There was continuous movement of officers in and out of my celle 
I remained in my cell except for a short period when I was put into another 
until Friday Ast March. The others were moved out and I then formed. a cell 
with Ogilvie, McDonald and Thompson. On Sunday 2nà April after a previous 
warning by one of the guards that we were going back to Stalag Luft 3, a large 
"S" was put on the door in chalk. We left by train with three Luftwaffe 

for Stalag Luft 3. We arrived later in the day and were put in the 

North Compound Arrest Block. 
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To the Question: During your interrogation did they ask you whether all 
escapees were headed for & common destination? 


* F/Lt. Royle replied: No; but he inferred that we were, during the interrogation. 


2. Question: Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought back 
to the Camp? 


Answer: No. 


Question: During your talks with the other officers at Gorlitz did 
they tell you that they had been asked any questions dissimilar 
from those given to you? 


Yes» Quite a number were asked who ordered them out. 

Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were Gestapo? 
No, but I assumed they were. 

Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at Gorlitz? 
No. 

In private conversation with German Officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 

No. 


Question: Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the statement 
which you signed to the effect that you had not committed any 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


swer: I don't recollect. 


— — 


Question: So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


No, other then being caught with forged paperse 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


No, I cannot say 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
Service identity discs? 


I don't know. 


During the time you were with the Allied officers had they 
had the same treatment that you had? 


When I spoke to Valenta before interrogation he was worried 
on account of his nationality, after interrogation he said 
he thought he was all right. 


: In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether 
any threats were used against them during interrogation? 


No more threats than the indirect ones which had been used 
to me. 


Miño ... 
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136 In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any comment on this? 


-15- 


My view is that if any of the officers at Gorlitz had been 
shown an open door and told they could walk out, al] would 


have refused. Everybody was very hungry, exhausted and the 
weather outside was hopeless. 


14e Question: On admission to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to sign 
the gaol admittance book? 


Answer: 2 I did, and so far as I know all the escapees there signed 
te 


(Sgà.) P.G. ROYLE. F/Lte 


Sagan, 
40th July 1944 


Fifth Witness, Flight Lieutenant Alfred Keith Ogilvie, Service Nos 42872, 
Prisoner of war Noe 1409, being duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound at Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24/25th March 1944. I was dressed in khaki battle dress with 
renk markings and khaki trousers, khaki greatcoat with service buttons and a 
brown balaclava, I carried the usual escape equipment i.e. maps etc. and a 
prisoner of war identity disc. I headed due south alone and was caught near Halbau 
at 05.30 hours on 26th March by the Landwacht who handed me over to uniformed men 
whom I took to be autobahn police. These people took me to a rest=house and 
telephoned presumably Halbau because a car arrived later and toek me to an inn 
there. Not long after Thompson, Evans and Hall arrived and then Cameron. I 
was questioned as to name and rank. A police car later arrived and took the 
five of us and McDonald to Sagan civilian gaol. Here we were stripped and 
searched and left with nothing but our clothes. They asked a few questions 
but no-one answered. We were then put into a communal cell, there being about 
49 in all. About 01.00 hours on 27th March we were wakened and put into a ven 
with S.S. guards fully armed. There were also two civilian cars. About 24/2 
hours later we arrived at a gaol where we were put three in a cell, Other than 
shifting from one cell to another, nothing happened until 29th March when I was 
taken to the Gestapo Headquarters there (I was told by others that it was 
situated at Gorlitz, they having noticed it on signboards). I was questioned 
by an interpreter in army uniform in the presence of a civilian and a typist. 
A form was produced and I was then asked personal details: who gave me orders 
to go out; then all about the tunnel, dispersal, time taken in making it, tools 
used etc., numbers who had escaped, papers, why everybody was going south and 
what was their destination (they led me to think we were all going to a common 
rendez-vous). To most of these I made no answers 


Then he put down a list of my clothese The statement was then translated 
for me and it appeared quite faire The typist then spoke to the interpreter 
who turned to me saying: "The young lady said you are lucky". I asked why: 
reply: "You have escaped in soldier's uniform; therefore you will be tried 
before a military court = the others will not be so lucky." I was then asked 
to sign the statement which I did, I was then taken back to my cell, from 
which I moved continuously, joining other people who arrived later then me from 
Sagan. The total number of escapees who were there was 35, their names being: 
Casey, Shand, Hake, Pohe, Gunn; Grisman, Marshall, Valenta; Long, Bethel, 
Kolanowski, Milford, Cameron, Wiley, Stewart, Armstrong, McGill, Birkland, 
Churchill, Langford, Evans, Cross, Hall, MeGarr, Humphreys, Nelson, Royle, 
McDonald, Thompson, Willians (J.F.), and myself, Swain, leigh, Brodrick, Streets 
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On either the 29th or 30th March I saw Casey, Cross, Wil Swain 
maybe two others leave handcuffed under the ee of — * r^» 
this other parties also left at night, usually in fours or sixes, The 
parties seem to have been collected together into one cell beforehand. The 
guards told Valenta or Cross that the parties were going away for a second 
interrogation, On Friday night March 31st, Thompson, Royle, McDonald and 
myself were put into one cell, the guard telling us that we were coming back 
to Sagan. On Sunday morning 2nd April, under guard of three Luftwaffe 


soldiers from Stalag Luft 3, we were brought back here by rail and put in the 
North Compound Arrest Block, 


To the Question: (1) "Were threats or intimidation of any form used at any 
time during your interrogation at Gorlitz? 


F/Lt. Ogilvie replied: No. 


2. Question: During you time at Gorlitz did they at any time give you 
any indication as to your ultimate fate? 


Answer: No, 


During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees 
were headed for a common destination? 


Yes. They asked me why everybody was headed for Czecho- 
Slovakia and did we have friends there. 


Question: Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought back 
to Sagan? 


Answer: Absolutely none, 

Question: During your telks with the other officers at Gorlitz did 
they tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar 
from those put to you? 

Answer: the questions seemed to be all the same. 


Question: the parties of officers who moved off before you show 
concern as to their fate? 


Noe 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were 
Gestapo? 


Yes. The interpreter told me “You are being questioned by 
the equivalent of your English Secret Service." 


Que stion: Did you ascertain the nemes of any of the officials at 
Gorlitz? 


Answer : No, 
In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 
Noe 


j j in the statement 
Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in t 
which ama signed to the effect that you had. committed no 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


No. 
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Sagan, 
40th July 1944 
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Absolutely none, 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say 
whether any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


No. 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war 
or Service identity discs? 


They had none at Gorlitz because in the case of officers 
who had come through Sagan civil gaol everything had been 
taken from theme 


During the time you were with Allied officers had they had 
the same treatment as you had? 


Yes. 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether 
any threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Swain and Wiley were told that they would be shot. Others 
were told that they would never see their wives again. To 
others it was pointed out how they could conveniently be 
made to disappear. Valenta said they were very angry with 
him and that he expected a rough time mainly because he was 
a Czech. 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of Officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the 
Commandant stated that the shooting took place because of 
attempts to resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any 
comment on this? 


I know for a fact that even if the door had been left open, 
no-one would have gone out as they had no equipments, they 
had been on very low rations and were exhausted. Hake, 
for instance, had frost-bitten feet, was in considerable 
pain and did not come back from the interrogation, we 
having head that he had gone off to hospital. 


On admission to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to 
sign the gaol admittance book? 


We did not sign, but the names were entered in a book. 


Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you in 
conversation at Gorlitz that they had been told they were 


coming back here? 


Williams was told four would come back, of which he would 
be one because he had officer's stripes on his coat, I 
saw a list of16 names which several saw: Valenta told me 
this was a list of officers coming back to Sagan. 


All false papers were taken at Sagan police station: did 


they mark each paper with the name of the individual from 
whom they had taken it?. 


No. They were definitely mixed up and one officer was 
afterwards asked to identify his papers, which he refused 


to doe 
A 083 7: (Sgà.) A. KEITH OGILVIZ 


FRE Flight Lieutenant 





HIE 


H1509 -0048 





Im] 


Sixth Witness, Flight Lieutenant Alfred Burke Thompson, Service No, 39585, 
Prisoner of War Noe 59, being duly sworn, states: 


ss 4 — 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 on 
the night of 24th/25th March 19144 I was dressed in airman's trousers with an 
Air Ministry label, naval greatcoat with service buttons and a woollen cap, I 
carried an identity disc of Oflag X and when I was caught I was carrying papers 
belonging to Cameron. 


I went due south with Cameron, Evans and Halle Cameron broke dovm due to 
exhaustion and we left him near a farm. At 05,00 hours on March 26th we were 
caught at Halbau by civilian home guards who took us to an inn there. We were 
guarded by a civilian who asked us a few questions, two being about the tunnel. 
The police came for us and we joined Ogilvie, McDonald and Cameron, we having 
told them where the last-named was to be found. We were taken by car to Sagan 
at 10,00 hours. At the police station there we were stripped and searched by 
uniformed police = I think Sicherheitsdienst. They asked a few questions but 
did not press them. After this we were placed in a cell with 10 other escapees. 
The whole day was spent there, more people arriving. At approximately 01.30 
hours on March 26th we were wakened and under armed uniformed guard we were put 
into a truck and taken to Gorlitz gaol, arriving there at 04,00 hours. I knew 
it was Gorlitz because I saw it on prison notices. For about two days I 
remained in a cell with Cross and Swain, and Birkland joined us later. 


On 29th March I was taken to the headquarters there to be interrogated by a 
uniformed interpreter, a civilian and a typist. They had a form and commenced 
taking details of my personal history. Then commenced the following questions: 
4) Who ordered you out, to which I replied we were not allowed to discuss the 
break. He said: "I must warn you that you are not in the hands of military 
authorities but what you would call in English the Secret Service. Anything 
might happen to you without protection and you might never go back to your Camp." 
I replied that despite whose hands I was in I was protected by the Geneva 
Convention. There was no comment but a half laugh. 2) "Who was the head 
of your organisation," to which I gave the same answer. He replied: "It does 
not matter to us; we can ask you again in four days, four weeks or four months," 
3) "Where did you put the sand?" = I did not reply. 4) "Where were you 
going in Czecho-Slovakia and who were you contacting?" — No answer, 


He then tried to prove that I was dressed as a civilian. After argument 
I convinced him I was dressed in military clothing. During this they were 
emphatic that if one were dressed in civilian clothes one would be without any 
protection. I made reference to Hitler's pronouncement in 1940 or 1944 on the 
occasion of the escape and treatment of Hauptmann von Werra in Canada, when the 
Fuhrer had stated that a prisoner of war could use any means at his disposal 
except violence to assist him to escapee No comment, but attempted to argue 
that I had no real proof that I was not a civilian stating that I might be a 
saboteur, I produced my identity disc which they waved aside. On being asked 
to refer to Stalag Luft 3 they said it was too much trouble, Various other 
questions were put, but I don't remember. The last thing before producing my 
statement was a question as to how, where and when I was shot down, The 
statement was produced and read to me, From my scanty knowledge of German I 
would say it was quite fair and gave an accurate summary of my answers and of 
the clothing I was wearing. At first I refused to sign, but later agreed. 
After a few minutes I was taken back to the same cell. Later that day, I 
think, we were warned by a guard that we were to be interrogated once more by 
very high officials who had come dom for the investigation. On 30th March 
the first party went off to be interrogated ~ four, I think were in the party, 
including Swain and Wiley. They did not return to our section of the gaol and 
when we asked where they were the guards shrugged their shoulders saying "Amt", 
I was put into various cells and can remember the following officers:- Casey; 
Shand, Hake, Pohe, Gunn, Grisman, Marshall, Valenta, Long, Bethel, Kolanowski, 
Milford, Cameron, Wiley, Stewart, Armstrong, MeGill,Birkland, Churchill, 
Langford, Evans, Cross, Hall, McGarry, Humphreys, Nelson, Royle, McDonald, 
Williams J.F.; Swain, Leigh, Brodrick, Street, Ogilvie. 
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On Saturday morning April 1st four names were called out - Ogilvie, Royle, 
McDonald and myself - we were put into an end cell, together, a guard telling 
us that we were going back to Sagan, On asking why, he replied: "You are 
lucky; you are recognised as military, the rest are wanted for civil 
investigation." That day a party left, I don't know whom Next morning 
we were wakened and taken back to Stalag Luft 3 by three Luftwaffe guards and 
placed in the North Compound Arrest Block, 


To the Question: (4) "During your time at Gorlitz did they at any time give 
you and indication as to your ultimate fate?" 


F/Lt. Thompson replied: S/Idr. Cross told us that he had a conversation with 
a Gestapo guard and in reply to a question as to when 
we were being transferred back to Sagan he was told 
that we might be sent to a special Party Camp as the 
Luftwaffe apparently could not keep use 


During the interrogation did they ask you whether all 
escapees were headed for a common destination? 


No. 


Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought 
back to Sagan? 


Noe 

During your talks with the other officers at Gorlitz 
did they tell you they had been asked any questions 
dissimilar from those put to you? 


Answer: No, I don't think so. 


Question: Did the parties of officers who moved off before you 
show any concern as to their fate? 


No, although the general atmosphere tended to make one 
apprehensive. 


Question: Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were 
Gestapo? 


Yes, they admitted they were. 


Question: Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at 
Gorlitz? 


Answer 
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In private conversation with German officiels did you 
learn anything bearing on the tragedy? 


No. 
Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the 
statement which you signed to the effect that you had 


committed no eriminal offence during your attempt to 
escape? 


No. 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these 
missing officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


Noe 
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40th July 1944. 
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From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 
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Noe 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
Service identity discs? 


Yes. Gunn had a prisoner of war disc which was taken away 
at Sagan gaol. 


During the time you were with Allied officers had they had 
the same treatment that you had? 


No. Valenta said that he had been threatened more severely 
than any of use 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats had been used against them during the interrogation? 


Yes. Wiley was told his people would never see him again as 
he would be shot. Grisman and Milford were told their wives 
would never see them again as they were going to be shots 
Casey and Gunn were told they were going to "lose their heads", 
Swain was told he could be disposed of in 20 hours so there 
would be no trace of him, To Swain and one or two others 
the statement was made that we were moved at night, no-one 
knew where we were, if anything happened to us so far as they 
were concerned we were still out and they had never seen us, 
These statements in the case of the six officers mentioned 
were definitely made to mes 


On admittance to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to sign 
the gaol admittance book? 


Yes, I signed 


Did any officers who are now missing tell you in conversation 
at Gorlitz that they had been told they were coming back to 
Sagan? 


Yes. Williams (J.F.) told me he was told that four had been 
recognised as military and were coming back to Sagan, of 
which he was one. 


All false papers were taken at Sagan police station: did 
they mark each paper with the name of the individual from 
whom they had taken it? 


The papers had evidently been muddled; I was asked to 
identify mine which I refused to doe 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re=escape. Have you any comment on this? 


My only comment is that on the food which we had had for a 
week escape was impossible - we were too hungry and exhausted. 


(Sgde) AB. THOMPSON, F/Lte 
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Eighth Witness, Flight/Lieutenant Henry Cuthbert MARSHALL, Service No. 36103, 
prisoner of war 753, being duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by menas of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 2th/25th March 1914, I was dressed in Australian Air Force 
Officer's trousers and a dyed R.A.F. Airman's jacket without any service 
markings or identification of British origin. With Valenta, I headed south 
and we were caught at 04.00 hours on 26th March by Landwacht at Heiligersee, 
one of whom - whose name was Spannmayer - struck me repeatedly. We were taken 
to the village Burgomeister, he detained us under guard until daylight when a 
uniformed police guard took charge of us and put us in the local lock-up. In 
there were Humphreys, Royle and Armstrong. We were not searched and later in 
the morning were taken to Sagan gaol under armed police guard, On arrival at 
Sagan gaol we were stripped, searched and then put into a cell with approximately 
44 others, making 19 in all. Nothing happened until 01.00 hours on March 27th 
when we were taken under armed police guard by lorry to Goerlitz On arrival 
at Goerlitz we were put into cells where I remained until 28th March, I think. 
When I was taken to the headquarters building of the Civil Criminal Investigation 
Bureau for interrogation by a uniformed Army interpreter, a civilian and a 
typist. 


I was greeted by: "So we have got yous" I asked what they meant and the 
reply was: "You are a Secret Service Agent". This I denied and he then 
stormed about my civilian clothes. I replied they were not civilian clothes 
but Service. He then enquired about badges of rank etc, to which I replied 
that I would be a fool if on escape I was to advertise myself as a British 
Officer. A woman came in from the next room and after a talk between the 
interpreter she came over and felt the cloth of my uniform, and turned to the 
interpreter saying "Das ist nicht Zivil", He continued to storm about badges 
of rank and lack of service buttons. 


About this time I admitted my name, rank and number, where I came from 
how I escaped, what was my destination (1 said I was headed for Switzerland) 
and claimed to be carrying no papers. Throughout the interrogation threats 
and intimidation were used especially pointed remarks towards spies and how 
the British and Americans made Germans disappear within 24 hours. The general 
atmosphere at the interrogation was one to cause fear, The statement was 
produced and read to me in English, It appeared fair and I signed it. The 
interrogation finished with the interrogator asking about ranks in the German 
and British forces and a queer remark: "In your travels you will have met 

some good Germans and some bad ones; in the future you may look back and say 
to yourself - "well, I have met one good one'", 


I was marched back to my cell and placed with Leigh, Cameron and Humphreys. 
From then on I was moved around continuously from cell to cell and I can 
remember seeing and/or talking to: Casey, Shand, Pohe, Hake, Bethel, Gunn, 
Grisman, Valenta, Long, Brodrick, Kolanowski, Milford, Cameron, Wiley, Stewart, 
Armstrong, McGill, Birkland, Churchill, Langford, Evans, Cross, Hall, McGarr, 
Humphreys, Nelson, Royle, Ogilvie, Thompson, Williams J.F., Swain, Leigh, 
McDonald and Street. 


About March 30th a guard told us that there would be further interrogations 
and from then on various parties were moved away according to some people under 
Gestapo guard, To the best of my knowledge the parties moved off as follows: 


4st Party left March 30th: Casey, Wiley, Cross, Leigh, Pohe and Hake who 
went to hospital, left about the same time as this partye 


2nd. Party left Ast March: Humphreys, McGill, Swain, Valente, Hall, Kolanowski, 
Stewart, Birkland, Langford, Evanse 


3rd Party left 1st April: Ogilvie, McDonald, Thompson, Royle. 
/ Ah 
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4th Party —— April: Grisman, Long, Street, McGarr, Gunn, Williams HeFe» 
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Last Party left 6th April: Shand, Marshall, Bethel, Cameron, Arms 
$ tro 
Churchill, Nelson, Brodrick. , i ‘ Ko 


In the afternoon of April 6th, after a party of eight had moved off, we — 
the remaining eight officers at Goerlitz - were taken from the cells and under 
Luftwaffe guard were brought by transport to the North Compound Arrest Block. 


To the Question: "During your time at Goerlitz did they at any time give 
you any indication as to your ultimate fate?" 


F/Lt. Marshall replied: "No, They gave me none" 


le Question: During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees 
were headed for a common destination" 


Answer: Noe 


Question Have you any idea why you were selected to br brought back 
to Sagan? 


Answer: I can think of none, If it were a question of clothing, I 
was one of the only two officers at Goerlitz in anything 
resembling civilian clothes. All the remainder were in more 
or less military dress. It is possibly due to the fact that 
I did not refuse to answer questions, 


During your talks with the other officers at Goerlitz did 
they tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar 
from those put to you? 


Yes. Some were asked who ordered them out and where they 
got their papers, who was responsible for the internal 
organisation of the escape. 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show 
any concern as to their fate? 


No. ‘They were all in good spirits at the thought of 
returning to Sagane 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Goerlitz were 
Gestapo? 


No, I don't; the people taking parties away were Gestapo, 
but the interrogators were Criminal Investigation Department. 


Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at 
Goerlitz? 


My interrogator's name was something similar to Schulz and 
he appeared to be head of the Criminal Department there, 
Also there was a civilian who came into my cell and who 
appeareä to be selecting the party on which Humphreys left. 
This man asked my my name and when I replied "Marshall" he 
remarke "Oh, the same as mine" or words to that effect, 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


No. 
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Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the Statement 
which you signed to the effect that you had committed no 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


Noe 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them had wandered into.forbidden areas? 


So far as I know, none of them had, 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


None whatsoever. 


Where any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
service identification discs? 


Yes, some of them had. 


During the time you were with Allied officers had they had the 
same treatment as you had? 


Kolanowski with whom I talked after interrogation appeared to 
be very depressed. 


Do you know whether any of the officers at Goerlitz were train 
travellers? 


No, they were all walking. 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats had been used against them during interrogation? 


Yes. More or less all were threatened in some way or other. 


In reading the declaration concerning deaths of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any comment on this? 


Yes. Valenta told me that he would never attempt to re~escape. 
The majority of the people there realised the futility of 
re-escaping and were not prepared to do so? 


On admission to Goerlitz or whilst there, were you asked to 
sign the gaol admittance book? 


Yes, I signed it. 

Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you in 
conversation at Goerlitz that they had been told they were 
coming back here? 


Noe 


All false papers were taken away at Sagan: did they mark 
each paper with the name of the individual from whom they 
had taken it? 


I don't know. 
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20. Question: Were und questions asked at Goerlitz which you refused to 
answe 


Answer: I refused to give my mother's maiden name. 


Sagan 
40th July 19 (Sgà) H.C. MARSHALL, F/Lte 


Seventh Witness, Flight Lieutenant Michael Moray SHAND, Service No. N.2.391 368, 
Prisoner of War No. 833, being duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 on 
the night of 24th/25th March 19%. I was dressed in a complete Airman's battle 
dress but without service markings amd an Army greatcoat with service buttons, 
no headgear. After the first day I headed south alone. I was caught at 08.00 
hours on March 29th near Kolfort by a railway official who handed me over to a 
policemane I was put in a cell there with Langford. hen I was caught I was 
not carrying any escape aids or identity discs. I was searched perfunctorily 
and questioned in German which I failed to understand. Later in the day, we 
were taken to Goerlitz by a civil policeman handcuffed together. After arrival 
at Goerlitz at 13.00 hours we were put into a cell there. Later that evening 
Pohe and Hake joined us. 


On March 30th, Hake was taken away for questioning or for treatment for 
frostbitten feet. Later Pohe and then Langford. In the afternoon I went alone 
to the headquarters building for interrogation by an interpreter ami civilian, 
both in plain clothes, and a typist. After some shouting by the civilian, a form 
was produced and details of my personal history were asked to which I answered. 
Then he pointed out that I was a civilian as I was dressed as one. I replied 
that I was dressed as an officer of the New Zealand Air Force to which he replied 
that I could not be as I had no braid on. An argument ensued, especially 
regarding the overcoat. I said that it was an Army private's greatcoat to which 
he said I was not therefore dressed as an officer and must be a civilian. ly 
answer was that he did not understand that when I was shot down I had no clothes: 
these were given me by the Germans as issue by the Red Cross and I could not 
escape in anything else. The interpreter agreed and told the civilian. This 
closed the interview and after a private discussion the interpreter said: "This 
young lady and man have decided that you are dressed in a military manner and 
therefore won't be punished," I had my statement read through to me in English 
and I signed it. I was then taken back to my cell where only Langford remained, 
In the evening Long and Kolanowski joined us, From then on we were moved 
continually from cell to cell until approximately 3rd April when Churchill, 
Brodrick, Street and myself remained in one cell. While I was at Goerlitz, I can 
remember seeing about 18 officers from Stalag Luft 3. Various parties left 
Goerlitz while I was there, as follows: 


4) Hake and Pohe left my cell on the 30th for interrogation and did not return 
to the gaole 


2) Other parties left after this, the personnel of whom I cannot at the moment 
recalle 


3) Street left from my cell with a party of officers on Thursday afternoon, 
6th April. An hour or so afterwards I was taken away and joined seven 
others and under guard of three Luftwaffe soldiers from Stalag Luft 3 
was brought back by transport to the North Compound Arrest Blocke 


To the Question: "Were threats or intimidation of eny sort used at any time 
during your interrogation at Goerlitz?" 


F/Lt. Shand replied: No. 
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During your time at Goerlitz did they at any time give you 
any indication as to your ultimate fate? 
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No. 


During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees 
were headed for a common destination? 


No. 


un ES any idea why you were selected to be brought back to 
agan 


On looking back, I assume it was because they agreed I was not 
dressed as a civilian, although I must admit that of all the 
officers at Goerlitz that I saw, all were dressed in military 
clothes. 

During your talks with the other officers at Goerlitz did they 
tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar from 
those put to you? 


At the time I had no reason to think that the questions asked 
me were dissimilar, 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show any 
concern as to their fate? 


Noe 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Goerlitz were 
Gestapo? 


No. 
Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at Goerlitz? 
Noe 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


No 

Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the statement 
which you signed to the effect that you had committed no criminal 
offence during your attempt to escape? 


No. 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


No. 


From the talks with the missing officers can you say whether any 
of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


Noe 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 


service identity discs? 


Street definitely had a prisoner of war disc, 
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Question: During the time you were with Allied officers had they had the 
same treatment that you had? 


- he 


Yes 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Threats had been used to several officers, but no-one had paid 
much attention to them, 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any comment? 


Answer: Everyone was hungry, had no food or equipment and had not the 
least desire to re-escape. 


Question: On admission to Goerlitz or whilst there, were you asked to 
sign the gaol admittance book, 


Yes, I signed it. 


Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you in 
conversation at Goerlitz that they had been told they were 
coming back here? 


No, 


Sagan, (Sgà.) Me SHAD, F/Lt. 
40th July 19444 


Ninth Witness, Flight Lieutenant Thomas Roberf NELSON, Service No. 70811, 
Prisoner of War No. 774, being duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24/25th March 1944. I was wearing a full airman's uniform 
with only two service buttons but no eagles and airman's greatcoat with almost 
a complete set of service buttons and a woollen balaclava, I carried the 
usual escape equipment including home-made Ausweis with photograph and a 
police passe 


With Churchill I headed south and we were caught about midday on 27th 
March in a barn near Halbau by two farmers and two women. We were marched 
to an inn and handed over to the Burgomeister who took our papers and drove us 
by car to the Sagan Police station where we were stripped and searched, Then 
we were put into a cell with five others, two more arriving later. About 01.00 
hours on Tuesday 28th March a party of nine including myself was taken out of ` 
the cell and under armed guard taken by a van to Goerlitz with a car escort, 
There I was placed in a cell with Brodrick and Street and later that morning I 
was marched to some office in the town, I think the Criminal Investigation 
Department = where I was interrogated by a uniformed Army interpreter; a 
civilian and a typist. They had a printed form and commenced asking me my 
full neme and personal details, did I escape through a tunnel (I admitted that 
I was a British Officer escaped from Stalag Luft 5 but refused to discuss how); 
how many were with me, my plans, especially destination, for example nz 
Slovakia or Jugo-Slavia (I refused to admit); next how and where I was pie 
up (admitted where and with Churchill); papers (refused admit Gemen "a 
they wanted a statement but I refused. They pointed out that I was pope A 
as a civilian, which I denied, They pointed out that I hed no — —— 
rank to which I replied that my uniform was an airman's one issued by Keen 
Cross. They then produced a statement, interpreted it and it appeared q 
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fair. I refused to sign the fact which they added to the statement. 

Instead I asked for a statement in English but after some argument I wrote 
upon the German statement: "I cannot understand this statement as it is 
written in German" and signed my name, adding ‘Flight Lieutenant, RAJFe'. 

I was then taken back to the cells and for the rest of my stay there remained 
most of the time with Bethel and Armstrong. We were moved from cell to cell 
and I met or talked with nearly 30 officers from Stalag Luft 5. From then 
until about 6th April I can remenber the following parties leaving: 
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4st Party left 30th March: Casey, Wiley, Cross, leigh (Pohe and Hake - who 
went to hospital - left about the same time as this party. 


2nd Party left 51st March: Humphreys, MeGill, Swain, Valenta, Hall, Kolanowski, 
Stewart, Birkland, Langford, Evans, 


jrà Party left 1st April: Ogilvie, McDonald, Thompson, Royles 


Lth Party left 6th April; Grisman, Long, Street, McGarr, Gunn, Williams HeFe; 
Milford, Ellis. 


Last Party left 6th April: Shani, Marshall, Bethel, Cameron, Armstrong, 
Churchill, Nelson, Brodrick. 


It is a significant fact that six of the fourth party have been reported 
by the Germans as having been shot and this would probably account for the 
increase in the death roll from 41 on the 6th April to 47 on 15th April as I 
understand that the first information of any deaths was given to the Senior 
British Officer on the 6th prior to this party leaving. Long and. Ellis were 
added to this party later that morning and left the prison with them, We, 
the remaining eight officers, were taken on the evening of 6th April from 
Goerlitz under Luftwaffe guard by transport to Stalag Luft 3 where we were 
placed in the North Compound Arrest Blocke 


To the Question: "Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at any 
time during your interrogation at Goerlitz?" 


F/Lte Nelson replied: "Yes. When I first refused to sign the statement 
they intimidated that there was plenty of time and 

sooner or later I would be willing to sign. When 
towards the end of the interrogation I protested 
that I was being held in custody without military 
sentence and that I would protest to the Senior 
British Officer, quoting the Geneva Convention, I 
was told that I would never have the opportunity 
of seeing the Senior British Officer as I would 
never be returning to Sagan." 


2. Question: During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees 
were headed for a common destination? 


No, but I got the impression that they thought that we were, 


Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought 
back to Sagan? 


None at all. 


During your talks with the other officers at Goerlitz did 
they tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar 


from those put to you? 


Noe 
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Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show 
any concern as to their fate? 


None at all 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Goerlitz were 
Gestapo? 


No. 


Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at Goerlitz? 
Noe 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


No, 


Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the statement 
which you signed to the effect that you had committed no 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


Noe 


So far as you have learned in your talks with missing officers 
had they committed any criminal offence? 


Certainly not, 


From your conversations with the missing officers can you say 
whether any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


Noe 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
service identity discs? 


Yes, Street wase 


During the time you were with the allied officers had they 
had the same treatment that you had? 


Yes. 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats were used against them during interrogation? 

Yes. At least one, Street, was threatened with shooting. 

In reading the declaration concerning the deaths of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to ` 
resist arrest or to re=escape. Have you any comment on this? 


I am quite certain that the majority would not have attempted 
to re-escape even if given the opportunity? 


On admission to Goerlitz or whilst there, did you sign the 
gaol admittance book? 


Yes. 
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17e uestion: Did any officers who are now missing tell you in conversation 


e EE that they had been told they were coming back 
re 


Answer: Nos 


186 Question: All false papers were taken at Sagan police station: did they 
mark each paper with the name of the individual from whom they 
had taken it? 


Answer: No so far as I know. 


Sagan, ( TR. NELSON, F/Lte e 
40th July 1944 es ER 


Tenth Witness Flight Lieutenant Richard Sydney Albion CHURCHILL, Service Noe 
442 55 Prisoner of War Noe 243 beingduly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24th/25th March 1944, I was dressed in R.A.F. Officer's trousers 
and an airman's tunic with black buttons and no service markings, a cut-down 
RA. greatcoat with service buttons covered with khaki and a khaki balaclava, 
I was carrying a police Ausweis and a Diensturlaubpass the latter of which I 
hid after being taken. 


With Nelson I headed south and was caught about 13.00 hours on 27th March 
near Halbau, I was treated similarly to F/Lt. Nelson and on arrival at Sagan 
Civil gaol, was stripped and searched. Nelson and I were placed in a cell with 
Milford, Williams H. P., Street, Brodrick and Birkland, MeGill and McGarr 
arriving later that night. Next morning early we were awakened and all nine 
of us under armed police guard with an escort car were taken by lorry to 
Goerlitz We arrived there on the morning of the 28th March and were put into 
cells. I was taken out, I think on Wednesday, 29th March to the headquarters 
buildings in the tom (The Kriminal Polizei Dept) for interrogation by a 
Uniformed Army interpreter, a civilian and a typist. A form was produced and 
various questions were asked me: name, where I had come from and when: 
replied, British Officer prisoner of war escaped from Stalag Luft 3 on the 
Saturday morning. How I got out (refused to say), personal history (I gave 
only my rank, prisoner of war Noe, Service No. and home address, refusing to 
give my parents" names). He then asked for means of indentification; to this 
I replied that the information had been given and all that was needed, was to 
get in touch with Stalag Luft 3. I went on to ask if he meant identification 
disc. He said "Yes" and where was it? I replied "In the camp" to which he 
answered that I should carry it with me wherever I went as there were a very 
large number of people in Germany and they needed to see it for proof of 
identity. He did not stress civilian papers. He then took a list of my 
clothing, calling the greatcoat a Royal Air Force one with camouflaged butt ns. 
I refused to say whom I was withe He was quite pleasant, not threatening me 
other than pointing out the necessity for identification dise and difficulties 
in identification, He went on to say that luckily we were near to my camp but 
if I had been caught near Switzerland it would have been far more difficult. 
The statement was then produced and read to me in English and it appeared quite 
fair. I then signed it after protesting that it was not in English and my 
knowledge of German was very small, I was then taken back to the cell and 
placed with McGill and Birkland and remember seeing about 28 officers from 
Stalag Luft 32 On the board in the office, showing the strength of the prison 
I can remember seeing "36 Kgf". From the 29th March until 6th April when I 
left, various parties were taken awaye In the first party which left on — 
March 30th there were Leigh, Casey; Cross and one other, As they were leaving 
I was in & cell overlooking the courtyard and I saw four or five cars draw upe 
Later one car left with Leigh I think in the back. A guard saw me looking 
out and had all of us moved to another cell. Various parties left later but 
I am not sure now who were in theme On April 6th I was with 7 other officers 
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taken by Luftwaffe guards in transport to Stal : 
ag Luft where 
the North Compound Arrest Block. 33 we were placed in 


To the Question: (4) "Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at any time 
during your interrogation at Goerlitz: 


F/Lt. Churchill replied: "No." 


2e Question: During your time at Goerlitz did they at any time give you 
any indication as to your ultimate fate? 


Answer: Noe 


Question: During interrogation did they ask whether all escapees were 
headed for a common destination? 


swer Noe 


Question: e you any idea why you were selected to be brought back 
o Sagan? 


Answer; None whatever, 
During your talks with the other officers at Goerlitz did 
they tell you they had been asked questions dissimilar from 
those put to you? 


Noe 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you, show 
any concern as to their fate? 


Noe 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Goerlitz were 
Gestapo? 


Noe 


Did you ascertein the names of any of the officials at 
Goerlitz? 


Noe 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


Noe 
Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the state- 


ment which you signed to the effect that you had committed 
no criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


No, 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


Not to my knowledge. 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say 
whether any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


Noe 
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Question: Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war 
or identity discs? 


-29 = 


I heard Velenta say that he was carrying & prisoner of war 
disc which had been taken from him at Sagan Police station. 


During the time you were with allied officers, had they had 
the same treatment that you had? 


Yes 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether 
any threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Street said that he had been threated with shooting. 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any comment on this? 


All the officers I spoke with were very keen on getting back 
to Stalag Luft 3 and were not interested in re-escaping at 
that time. 


Question: On admission to Goerlitz or whilst there, were you asked to 
sign the gaol admittance book? 


Answer: Yes, I signed it. 
Did any of the officers who are now missing, tell you in 
conversation at Goerlitz that they had been told they were 
coming back here? 
No. 
All false papers were taken at Sagan police station; did 
they mark each paper with the name of the individual from 
whom they had taken it? 


I could not say; my papers had been taken previously. 


Sagan, (Sgd.) ReSe CHURCHILL 
40 July 194. 


Eleventh Witness, Flight Lieutenant Leslie Charles James BRODRICK, Service 
No. 122363, Prisoner of War Noe 1219, having been duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 
3 on the night of 24th/25th March KIT I was dressed in blue battle dress 
without any service markings, an R.AeFe issue greatcoat, cut down, with 
service buttons and a balaclava. With Street and Birkland, I headed south 
but due to difficult conditions at 04.00 hours on 27th March we found it 
lves up to the occupant of a house in a village about 
LO km. from there. and later four Army soldiers appeared. They 


E midday when an S.S. 


took us to the local gao We were 


officer from Sagan took 

stripped, searched and then pu C 

officers were placed. eng — - My 
we were all taken under gu in a lorry to Goe . 
in a cell with Street and Nelson. Either the same or the next day I was 





II) 


H1509 — 0076 


d 





— UI 


taken to the headquarters building in the town for interrogation by a uniformed 
Army interpreter, a civilian and a typist. They produced what I took to be 

th® ordinary civilian interrogation form and I was asked: name, personal history 
and where I was from, to which I answered. Where I was going? - no answer, 

Who told us to escape? - no answer, Who gave us our destination? - no answer. 
Where were the brass buttons from the pocket of my battle dress? answer - there 
had never been any. Why did I cut my overcoat dom? Answer - it made it easier 
to walk in. The interrogation was quietly conducted and I was not threatened 
until I refused to sign the statement which had been read to me in English, I 
refused to sign the statement as it was in German, They then said that if I did 
not sign it now, it did not matter as there was plenty of time and I would sign 
at some time in the future, I therefore signed it, I was then taken back to 
my cell, In the next few days I was moved continuously from cell to cell, I 
can remember seeing or hearing of 34 British officers who were at Gorlitz at the 
same time that I was. Various parties left Gorlitz from March 30th until the 
time I left on April 6the There was a party of eight which left about three 
hours before me on April 6th and I deduced that Long and Ellis may not really have 
left with them as their names were read out over a quarter of an hour after the 
others had been given, Iwas then taken from my cell and under Luftwaffe guard 
was brought back by transport to Stalag Luft 3 North Compound Arrest Block with 

7 other officers, 


To the Question: During your time at Gorlitz did they at any time give you any 
indication as to your ultimate fate? 


F/Lt. Brodrick replied: No 


2. Question: During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees were 
headed for a common destination? 


Answer: Noe 


Question: Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought back to 
Sagan? 


None at alle 


During your talks with the other officers at Gorlitz, did they 
tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar from 
those put to you? 


No, I don't think so, 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show any 
concern as to their fate? 


No, 


Question: Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were Gestapo? 


Answer: No, 


Question; Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at Gorlitz? 


swer No. 


In private conversation with German officials did you ascertain 


Question: 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


Answer: Noe 


j the i tor in the statement 
Was a paragraph inserteä by the interroga ` 
which andi signed to the effect that you had committed no 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 


Noe 
/10. eee 
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Question: So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 
$ Noe 


Question: From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them hand wandered into forbidden areas? 


Noe 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
service identity discs? 


Yes. I was carrying a service identity disc and Street had a 
prisoner of war disc which were taken from us at Sagan. Street 
informed the interrogator at Gorlitz that he had had a disc but 
I understand it was waved aside. 


Question: During the time you were with Allied officers had they had the 
seme treatment that you had? 


Answer: Yes. 


Question: In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Answer: I rather gather that threats were made to Streete 


Question: In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escapee Have you any comment on this? 


From the attitude of the officers at Gorlitz I should think 
it most unlikely; they had no equipment left and had been on 
very short rations. 


Question: On admission to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to sign 
the gaol admittance book?. 


Answer: Yes; I signed it. 

Question: Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you in 
conversation at Gorlitz that they had been told they were 
coming back here. 


Answer: Noe 


— 


(Sgà.) LeC.J. BRODRICK, F/Lte 


Sagan; | 
40th July 19+. 


Twelfth Witness, Flight Lieutenant Richard Anthony Bethell, Service Noe 
420413, Prisoner of War No. 858, being duly sworn, states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the nignt of dea ba March 194 I was dressed in a R,A,F. airmans 
greatcoat with service buttons, & white flying pullover and navy blue trousers. 
With Long I headed north and I was caught at about 44.00 hours on 28th March at 
Benau by the Landwacht e T was searched and then taken with Long to - * 
civilian gaol there where we were asked rank, name and number. Several police 
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arrived two hours later and took us by car to Sorau where we were taken to the 
Criminal Police Department. Here we were stripped and searched, handcuffed and 
taken to the civilian gaol. An hour later a S.S. Hauptmann arrived and ordered 
.) them to take off our handcuffs, apologising, and brought us to the Sagan civilian 
gaol. At Sagan we joined Ellis (Baleria), Kolanowski arriving that night, Hake 
and Pohe the next afternoon, 29th Marche At 20.000 hours we were all taken to 
Gorlitz under armed guard and two escort cars and placed in a cell there. Here 
I remained until Friday or Saturday (April ist) when I was taken from my cell to 
the headquarters building in the town where I was interrogated in the presence 
of three civilians and a typist. A form was produced and I was asked name and 
personal details, to which I answered; father's and mother's names, which I 
refused; when and where I was shot down - answered; when I arrived at Stalag 
Luft III - answered I could not remember, Did I go through a tunnel - I would 
not answer; was I carrying papers - I answered "no". ‘Then they listed my 
Clothes, ‘The interrogator was very angry with me for refusing to answer questions 
and said it would be better for me if I did answer as I was being questioned by 
the Gestapo, I was not threatened however and when he had completed my statement 
form, said "I do not expect that you will sign this" - I said "no" I was then 
taken away and placed in a cell with Ellis (Baleria). People were moving 
continually in and out of my cell and I can remember seeing the following officers: 
Casey, Shand, Pohe, Hake, Gun, Grisman, Marshall, Valenta, Long, Brodrick, 
Kolanowski, Milford, Cameron, Wiley, Stewart, Armstrong, McGill, Birkland, 
Churchill, Langford, Evans, Cross, Hall, McGarr, Humphreys, Nelson, Royle, 
Ogilvie, Thompson, Williams J.F., licDonald, Street and Ellis, 


$e From March 30th onwards various parties were taken away from Gorlitz. Before 
the first party left on March 30th I saw three civilian cars arrive with at least 
ten civilians. These men came into the corridor, names were called and the 
British officers were taken away immediately by theme The guards did not know 
when questioned where the two first parties were going but did know that the third 
party had been sent to Stalag Luft 3. The other parties left on later dates and 
on April 6th with the remaining seven officers I was taken back to Stalag luft 3 
by Luftwaffe guards and put in the North Compound Arrest Block, 


To the Question: Were threats or intimidations of any sort used at any time 
during your interrogation at Gorlitz? 


F/Lt. Bethell replied: The general atmosphere was rather frightening but no 
specific threats were made to me. 


2. Question: During your time at Gorlitz did they at any time give you any 
+ indication as to your ultimate fate? 


Nos 


During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees were 
headed for a common destination? 


Answer: Nos 


Question: Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought back to 
Sagan? 


Answer; Non at all. 


Question: During you talks with the other officers at Gorlitz aid they 
tell you that they had been asked any questions dissimilar 


from those put to you? 


Yes. Other officers - I can't remember their names - said 
that they had been asked who was the head of the organisation 
in the Camp. I think on the whole the interrogation given 


to me was lighter - especially as far as camp escape 
organisation was concerned - than that given to the others, 
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Que stion: 


swer 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question : 


Quest ion: 
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Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show any 
concern as to their fate? 


I don't think so, 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were Gestapo? 


Yes. One told me they were. 


Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at Gorlitz? 
No, 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


One of the guards in the Arrest Block at Sagan expressed his 
horror and said that it was probably due to the fanaticism of 
the Hitler Jugend consequent on the bombing of the German towns. 


Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the statement 
to the effect that you had committed no criminal offence during 
your attempt to escape? 


Not that I know of. 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers, had they committed any criminal offence? 


No, none whatever. 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them hand wandered into forbidden areas? 


Noe 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
Service identification discs? 


The only one I know of is Cameron. 


During the time you were with Allied officers had they had the 
same treatment that you had? 


Yes, so far as I know. 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Several were told that they would be shot; others that they 
could be made to disappear within 24 hours, 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any coment on this? 


Yes. In the case of Hake, for instance, it was quite 
impossible. He was badly frostbitten and in my opinion escape 
would have been out of the question, So far as the others 
are concerned I am satisfied that they had no wish to escape 
under the prevailing weather conditions, 
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lon: On admission to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to sign 
to gaol admittance book? 


Answer: Yes, I signed it. In this book they put down rank, name, 
Christian names, nationality and birthplace, 


18. Question: Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you i 
conversation at Gorlitz that they had been told they 
coming back here? 


swer Noe 


19. Question: All false papers were taken at Sagan police station: 
mark each paper with the name of the individual from 
had taken it? 


I don't know: they took no paper from me, 


(Sgi.) R.A. BETHELL. 
Sagan; 
40th July 1944 


Thirteenth Witness, Flight Lieutenant William James Cameron, Service Noe 
J.6487, Prisoner of War No. 2595, being duly sworn states: 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24th/25th March 1944, I was dressed in Army battle dress 
jacket and trousers and a French khaki overcoat. I was carrying an identity 
disc of Oflag V Ae With Thompson and two other officers I headed south and 
I was caught alone in a barn near Halbau at about 06.00 hours on 26th March 
by a civilian who took me to a small village and handed me over to an inn- 
keepere By bicycle I was taken to Halbau where I joined Thompson, Evans and 
one other officer. 


At about 09,00 hours we were all taken by car to Sagan by uniformed 
police officials. On arrival there, after stripping and searching, we were 
placed in the civilian gaol. Later in the day I learned that a telephone 
call had been received that eight officers had been caught at Hirschburg and 
four officers at Danzig, no names being given. 


Just after midday we, about 19 officers, were taken under armed guand 
in a van with two escort cars to Gorlitz where we were placed in oells in the 
gaol. On 27th March about midday I was taken from my cell to an office in 
the gaol for interrogation by a uniformed Army interpreter, a civilian and a 
typist. A green form was produced and I was asked name and personal details 
(gave these except for mother's maiden name and pre-war occupation): where 
and when I was shot down (I gave these) date of arrival at Stalag Luft 5 
—— did I get out by means of a tunnel or some other method (admitted 
tunnel): length and breadth of tunnel (I gave these approximately): where 
I was captured (given): whether alone or with others (I gave them correct 
information). They told me I was lying but I stuck to my story: who was 
head of the organisation in the Camp (answered I did not know): how was I 
selected (refused); who else in the organisation did I lmow the names of 
(answered I knew nobody): how was sand dispersed, how long tunnel took to 
make (answered I had been in the Camp only a short time and knew nothing). 
They then told me it would be better if I answered the questions as people 
had been known to disappears I made no answer. Where I was going (I would 
give no destination): they insisted I was going to Prague, to which I replied 
thet if it was on my way I might have called there: proof of identity - 1 
mentioned my identity disc which had been taken at Sagan, but they did not 
write this on my statement: was I carrying papers (answered I had none) s | 
Listed my clothing. They then produced a statement which wes read to me in 
English, and I signed it, with the written proviso that I did not understand 
German. I was put back in my cell and during the rest of my stay at Gorlitz 
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I was moved continually from one cell to another. 
from Stalag Luft 3 in the gaol at Gorlitz. 
on April 6th various parties of officers were taken away» 
their destination was. 
before me I heard go. 
and I looked through a hole in my cell door. 
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I saw 34 British officers 
Between March 30th and when I left 
I did not learn whet 
The party of eight officers who left &n hour or two 

Just before they left a lorry arrived in the courtyard 

I saw a Luftwaffe Feldwebel come 


into the corridor - the party was then collected and about. two minutes later were 


taken out and a lorry moved off. 


This man and about two guards were all I saw 


in the corridor just before the party were collected. An hour or two later the 
remaining seven officers and myself were taken away from Gorlitz by Luftweffe 
guards and brought back to Stalag Luft 3 where we were placed in the North 
Compound Arrest Block. 


To the Question: 


Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at any 
time during your interrogation at Gorlitz? 


F/Lt. Cameron replied: Yes (as given earlier in this statement). 
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During your time at Gorlitz aid they at any time give you 
any indication as to your ultimate fate? 


No» 


During interrogation did they ask you whether all escapees 
were headed for a common destination? 


No» 


Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought back 
to Sagan? 


No, none at all. 

During your talks with the other officers at Gorlitz did they 
tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar from 
those put to you? 

No. 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you show any 
concern as to their fate? 


Noe 


Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were 
Gestapo? 


Yes; the guards told us they were Gestapo. 


Did you ascertain the names of any of the officials at 
Gorli tz? 


Noe 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tregedy? 


Noe 

Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the statement 
which you signed to the effect that you had committed no 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape? 

No. 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 


EK 


No, they had not. 


/ 12e 





m 


1509 ~ 0088 





17 


18. 
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Sagan 
40th July, 1944. 


question: 


Answer: 
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Question: 


Answers 


question: 


question: 
Answer; 


Question: 


Answer: 
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From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


Noe 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war 
service identification discs? 


I don't know. 


During the time that you were with Allied officers had they 
had the same treatment that you had? 


Yese 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether 
any threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Yes. Leigh told me that the interrogator had threatened him 
with shooting for not signing his statement. 


In reading the declaration concerning the death of officer 
prisoners of wer to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any comment on this? 


To me the allegation is absurd because from my knowledge, the 
condition of the deceased officers was such that none of them 
had the least intention of re-escaping. Moreover all our 
equipment had been taken from us. In Hake's case it is 
particularly absurd because he had badly frostbitten feet. 


On admission to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to sign 
the gaol admittance book? 


Yes, I signed it. 

Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you 
conversation at Gorlitz that they had been told they 

coming back here? 

Noe 

All false papers were taken at Sagan police station: did they 
mark each paper with the name of the individual from whom they 
had taken it? 

I don't think so; the papers were collected in a pile without 
any apparent attempt at identifications 


(Sgd) W.J. Cameron» 


A08356' 


Fourteenth Witness, Lieutenant Alexander Desmond Neely, R.N.; 
Prisoner of War No. 420, being duly sworn, states: 


service markings 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24th/25th March 1944. I was dressed in a naval uniform withou 


and with civilian buttons. 


There was however a tailor's mark 


(Gieves) - a naval greatcoat of a similar nature and a blue French beret. 
I was carrying a French Ausweis with my photograph on it and a small suitcase. 


I had no identity disc either Service or prisoner of war. 


On Saturday 29th 


March whilst travelling alone on a train near Nuremburg I was asked by & 


railway inspector (Gestapo in civilian clothes) for my papers. 
Ausweis which satisfied him but he wanted my Urlaubschein» 
what I purported to be but held me in custody in his compartment. 


I produced my 
He took me for 
On arrival 


at Munich I was handcuffed whilst I was taken from the station to the 


/ prison 
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prison where he put me in a cell. At 16.00 hours on 30th March I was taken to 
an office in the gaol for interrogation. There were two Gestapo officials, a 
woman secretary and a runner there, to whom I immediately admitted being a British 
officer escaped from Stalag Luft 3 The reply was that French escapees always 
claimed to be British. They were not prepared to believe it until I had 
produced evidence of identity. I was asked for an identity disc but I denied 
having one but if they would lend me a telephone I would ring the Campe One 
official then left and to the other I asked to speak in English. This he was 
not prepared to allow and I was taken back to the cell. Next morning I was 
taken back for further interrogation by the Gestapo official and secretary. He 
said that they were not prepared to question me in English and that I could be 
kept there until I was prepared to speak in German. I told him I was prepared 
to and he asked me name and personal details (I answered); date shot down, 
Camps I had been in and dates (I answered); how I escaped (tunnel); where did 
the Ausweis come from (answered Senior British Officer); where did the Senior 
British officer get it (answer I did not know); where did the photograph come 
from (answer: an enlargement of a photograph taken in 1941 at Barth by a 
German Hauptmann); where did the civilian clothes come from (answered it was 
a uniform and I showed him the stripe marks); details of tunnel and how were 
the escapees picked, where were they routed and particular direction ( answer, 
"no - every man for himself); he asked me where I had been when I had been 

out and I told him; destination, asking if it was Switzerland (I said yes). 

He then told me that two officers had been caught the day before on the frontier 
and that there were other friends of mine in Munich. The interview was quite 
friendly. He dictated my statement to his typist, letting me read it through, 
it was in German and I signed it. I was sent back to my cell where I remained 
for a week without anything further happening» Then on April 6th, I was taken 
out for my fingerprints. Towards evening I was taken from my cell and with two 
plain clothes Gestapo from Breslau who had come to Munich especially to collect 
me (according to them) I was taken by rail to Sagan. We arrived here on 

April 7th and I was taken to the Commandantur where the new Commandant saw me. 
He said to me in German that when I was back in the Camp I would realise just 
how lucky I was to get back. Later I was taken to the North Compound Arrest 
Block. 


To the question: "In the statement which you signed did the interrogator 
insert a note to the effect that you had committed no 
criminal offence during your attempt to escape?" 


Lieut. Neely replied: "No. H 


(Sgd) A.D. Neely, 
Sagan, 10th July 1914. Lieutenant Royal Navy. 


Fifteenth Witness, Flight Lieutenant Albert ARMSTRONG, Service No. 109946 , 
Prisoner of War Nos 611, being duly sworn, states:- 


I escaped by means of a tunnel from the North Compound of Stalag Luft 3 
on the night of 24th/25th March 1944. I was dressed in an airman's tunic with 
no Service markings and one civilian button, Re A. Fe blue trousers and R.A.F» 
airman's greatcoat with cloth-camouflaged buttons and a khaki balaclave. I 
headed south alone and was caught on 26th March about 02.00 hours by Landwacht 
who took me to a gaol where I joined Royle and Humphreys. About an hour later 
Marshall and Valenta joined us. About midday we, all five, were taken by car 
to Sagan civilian gaol where we were stripped, seached and put into a cell. 

At about 02.00 hours on 27th March 19 officers €—À — — 

d rds in a lorry, with two cars as escort, rlitz gaol. 

Dx cell with Casey wéi Gunn where I remained until I was taken on 29th March 

to the headquarters buildings in the tom for interrogation by a uniformed Army 
and a typist. They produced a +: and — — 

and personal details but not father's and mother’s names)» 

asked; did I help to finish the t ( thing of it) who told 

me to go out (refused answer, saying i 

know thing of papers (answered I knew nothing abo 

my iam — no plans, I was hoping to get away from — 

with me (answered I was alone): Who was in charge of the organ 


Ana 942 / ( answered 
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(answered I did not know): they tried to make me admit my clothes were civilian - 
I proved they were Service by showing the buttons, but not to their satisfaction. 
He asked me to sign a statement but I refused and he said: "It does not matter - 
you will have to go through all this again when you appear before a civil court". 
I was then taken up back and put in the same cell with Gunn and Casey. From then 
until April 6th I was moved around continuously and can remember 34 other Allied 
officers being there. On 30th March two civilians and some uniformed police came 
and collected Casey from the cell. From then on various parties were taken from 
Gorlitze With regard to the Party which left before me the names of Ellis 
(Baleria) and Long were called some time anything up to an hour after the other 
six so that I do not know whether they all left Gorlitz together. Later that 
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afternoon I was taken with seven other officers by transport under Luftwaffe 
guard to Staleg Luft 3 where we were placed in the North Compound Arrest Block. 


To the Que stion: 


te Armstro 


Question: 
Answer: 
gue stion: 
Answer: 
Question: 
Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 
Question: 
Answer: 
ques tion: 


Answer; 


Question: 


Answer: 
Question: 
Answer: 


Que stion: 


"Were threats or intimidation of any sort used at any time 
during your interrogation at Gorlitz?" 


lied: "Yes. They threatened to cut my head off because I 


was not answering questions and no-one would know 
anything about ite I though it was just to frighten me." 


During your time at Gorlitz did they at any time give you any 
indication as to your ultimate fate? 


Noe 


During interrogation did they ask whether all escapees were 
headed for a common destination? 


Noe 


Have you any idea why you were selected to be brought back to 
Sagan? 


None at alle 

During your talskwith the other officers at Gorlitz did they 
tell you they had been asked any questions dissimilar from 
those put to you? 

No, I think they were about the same as they put to me. 


Did the parties of officers who moved off before you, show 
any concern as to their fate? 


Noe 
Do you know whether your interrogators at Gorlitz were Gestapo? 


I don't know, but they told me theywre the equivalent of our 
Secret police» 


Did you ascertain the names of eny of the officials at 
Gorlitz? 


Noe 


In private conversation with German officials did you learn 
anything bearing on the tragedy? 


Nothing at all. 

Was a paragraph inserted by the interrogator in the statement 
which you signed to the effect that you had committed no 
criminal offence during you attempt to escape? 


Noe 
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Question: 
Answer: 


Que stion: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Ques tion: 
Answer: 
Question: 
Answer: 


Question: 


Answer; 


Question: 


Question 2 


Answer: 


Sagan, 10 July, 


mm 


So far as you have learned in your talks with these missing 
officers had they committed any criminal offence? 
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No. 


From your talks with the missing officers can you say whether 
any of them had wandered into forbidden areas? 


Nos 


Were any of the missing officers carrying prisoner of war or 
service identification discs? 


Yes; Casey was carrying his identity disc. 


During the time you were with Allied officers had they had 
the same treatment that you had? 


Yese 


In talks with the missing officers did you gather whether any 
threats were used against them during interrogation? 


Yes. Both Casey and Gunn were threatened with decapitation. 


In reading the declaration concerning the deaths of officer 
prisoners of war to the Senior British Officer, the Commandant 
stated that the shooting took place because of attempts to 
resist arrest or re-escape. Have you any comments on this? 


From the officers I spoke with I don't think any of them would 
have considered having another go in the prevailing weather 
and their physical state. 


On admission to Gorlitz or whilst there were you asked to sign 
the gaol admittance book? 


Yes. 


Did any of the officers who are now missing tell you in 
conversation at Gorlitz thatthey had been told they were coming 
back here? 


No, but Williams (J.F.) told me that he had two ring stripes 
on his am, the German had said that he would not be punished. 


All false papers were taken at Sagan Police Station: Did they 
mark each paper with the name of the individual from whom they 
had taken it? 


I cannot say» 
A. Armstrong, F/Lte 


(Sga) 
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ke Statements made by Germans prior to the escape (not on oath) 


About the middle of February 1944. the Commandant of Stalag Luft 3 
addressed the Senior Officer of each Compound in regard to escape 
penalties, During his address he stressed the fact that in future 
penalties would be much more severe then in the past. No comment on, 
or question arising from, his address was permitted. 


F/Lt. S.W. WEBSTER reports that towards the end of February or 
beginning of March Unteroffizier von Schilling passed a message to him 
from the Kommandant with the intention that he should communicate it 
to the Senior Officers regarding future escapes, particularly those 
that were carried out when an invasion had taken place. Von Schilling 
stated that if one or two people escaped the matter would be reported 
to the very highest authorities and the consequences would be serious. 
If a mass escape occurred, those left inside as well as those who escaped 
and were caught would suffer unusual consequences. Von Schilling added 
that the Kormandant felt sure that he would be compelled to act in a 
manner which as a German officer and a gentleman he would very much 
regret. Von Schilling communicated his statement or a similar one to 
F/Lte WeleCe JONES, R.C.A.F., South Compound, 


(Sgà.) N.D. Williams w/cdr. 
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5. Statements made by Germans subsequent to escape (not on oath) 


F/Lt. Butterworth reports that Oberleut. von 1 1 t 
Monday, 27th March: lassow said to him on 


"I am glad you have not escaped and glad Michael (T/Lt. Michael nd 
- : Ormo 
had not as it would not be very pleasant outside." Ben 


This was stressed many times. 


Von Massow further said that as Ormond was in the Camp Arrest Block 
he might be able to get him back into the Camp but could not do this for 
any other people who had succeeded in getting away. 


(Note: F/Lt. Ormond was caught at the tunnel exit before he could 
get away). 


On the 8th April, Group Captain McDonald, of Baleria, informed Padre 
Goudreau that Wing Commander Day had been caught at Stettin in Gefreiter's 
uniform early in the week. 


He informed Padre Goudreau that he had heard this from a German Appel 
Officer, 


(Sgà) N.D. Williams 


8th April/ Hauptmann Pieber, in a conversation with F/Lt. Sei. Webster, 
stated that the present Kommandant had received a call from Berlin on 
Tuesday evening informing him that 14 British Officers had been shot and 
asking him to communicate the intelligence to the Senior British Officerse 
The Kommandant recalled Berlin and told them that he wanted in writing the 
statement and the exact phraseology he was to use to the British officers. 
This came from Berlin on Wednesday and was communicated to us on Thursday 
morning. Hauptmann Pieber stated that he had not seen the letter and did 
not know the source of the information, ieee, he did not know if it were 
Gestapo or O.K4W. 


h 41/ Oberleutnant Schulz, in conversation with F/Lt. ReAeGe Ellen, 
stated that several months ago he had warmed Group Captain Kellett of the 
serious consequences likely to arise from a big break, Ellen remarked 
that he had always thought as the result of a big break there would be a 
struggle between the Luftwaffe and the Gestapo as to who would run the 
Camp but that he had never expected reprisals to be taken against the 
escapees in the form of murder. Schulz's reply was that he had always 
thought there was a strong possibility of murders 


(Sga) ND. Williams w/cdr 
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10th April. Obergefreiter Rickmaers, in a conversation with P/Lt. We Barrett, 
reported that he had heard that two officers who were shot, were S/Ldr. Buchell 
and Tobolski, The small kit of Tobolski had been returned to the camp. 

S/Lär. Bushell was suspected to have been captured in the Flensberg area dressed 
as a Catholic nun. W/Com. Day had been captured in the Stettin area but he 

had no further information as to his whereabouts. F/Lt. Barrett asked Rickmaers 
if he knew anything about the party which was known to be in Gorlitz on the 
morning of the 6th April, to which he suggested that they might have been sent 

to Colditz, but they had not been advised to that effect. 


9th April. Message from Group Captain McDonald (Baleria) through Padre Goudreau: 
"That the officers were first court-martialled by the Gestapo and then shot." 
(Information obtained from German source unknown to North Compound). 


40th April. Hpt. Pieber to F/Lt. Webster: Hpt. Pieber stated that he spoke 
to an ex-censor girl who is now private secretary to Major Huhnemuller who is 
Chief of Staff to the General (Kueston) and she saw Pieber when they were here 
and talked about the Ju missing officers and asked Huhnemuller for the names as 
she needed this in the course of her work, Huhnemuller then made a gesture 
which she took to indicate that the officers were not dead, Pieber then went 
on to say he could not understand why they sent for a uniform for all these 
escapees (Note: On the 11th April the German authorities held an extra long 
Appel during which the uniforms of all 76 officers were collected and taken out 
of the Camp into the Vorlager) and he is convinced that there is some connection - 
his inference being that, as the uniforms were needed, the officers must surely 
still be alive. The view he put forward is that perhaps these officers are 
still in the hands of the Gestapo and they wanted to improve their appearance. 


42th April. Stealey went from the American Compound to the German hospital at 
Bunzlau on the 5th of the month, At Siegersdorf a Belgian corporal p.o.W. 
from a nearby camp of 400 Belgian prisoners of war, all enlisted men taken at 
Dunkirk, boarded the same train going to the same hospital. The Belgian told 
Lt. Stealey that on the 4th of the month 2} British were brought into his campe 
He did not know if they were officers or not: nor did he know if they were 
kept in the Arrest Block or in the Compound, In fact he knew very little about 
them except they were British, He knew that there had never been any British 
in his Camp before this time, 


42th April. Gef. Rickmaers informed F/Lt. W. Barrett that Wing Commander Day 
was definitely alive yesterday (14th April) and is believed to be in the 
special Gestapo Camp 3 D in Berlin. He said that two more officers were 
caught on the 11th April, one a Czech in Jugo-Slavia and the other one unknown, 
F/Lt. Barrett asked him if he knew for certain about S/Lär. Bushell being shot 
and he was certain that it was true. Rickmaers still maintained that Tobolski 
had been shot, also S/Lär. Williams. 


F/Lt. Barrett asked him what type of Camp was Siegersdorf to which the reply 
was that so far as he knew it was a hospital. 


Rickmaers had no information regarding the removal of the uniforms. He 
also stated that the Abwehr knew that 200 odd people were due to go out and they 
had the list of the names. 


April. Padre Goudreau re orted that on 2nd April he had invited 
Lee (the German M.O.) to come and see him in his room some time. 
Leitken replied: "I can't come into the Camp; this business of the escape 
is too terrible." Padre Goudreau was very impressed by Dre Leitken's 
repetition of the word "terrible". 


(Sga) ND. Williams. 
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Details of the Officers of whose deaths we have been informed. 


Date and 
Service Nation= place 
No, ali last seen Remarks 


Birkland, Henry Je J 5233 Canadian Gorlitz Left with 2nd party 
34/3 / bd 


Brettel, Edward G. 61053 British - 

Bull, Lester Go 43932 British 

Bushell, Roger Je 90210 British = = 

Casey, llichael Je 39024 British Gorlitz Left with 1st party 
Catanach, James 9400364 Australian - - 


Christensen, Ne Ze New 
Arnold, Ge 443380 Zealand. 


Cochran, Dennis M. 12244 British - - 
Cross, Ian K.P. 39305 British Gorlitz 30/3 Left with 1st party 
Espelid, Hallada 378 Norwegian - - 
Evans, Brian He 42745 British Gorlitz 31/3 Left with 2nd party 
Fugelsang, Nils 742 Norwegian - - 
Gouws, Johannes S. 102275 Se African - - 


Grisman, William J. 45148 British Gorlitz Left with 4th party 
6th April 


Gunn, Alastair DM. 60346 British Gorlitz Left with 4th party 
6th April 


Hake, Albert H. 40348 Australian Gorlitz 30/3 Left with 1st party 
but thought to be 
going to hospital for 
frostbite treatment. 

Hall, Charles Pe 50896 British Gorlitz 31/3 Left with 2nd party 

Hayter, Anthony, R 42124 British - - 

Humphreys, Edgar S 124477 British Left with 2nd party 

Kidder, Gordon Ae 310177 Canadian - = 

Kierath, Reginald W. J10177 Australian Gorlitz 21/5 


Kiewnarski,Anthoni P0109 Polish y rl 


Kirby-Green,Thos.G. 39103 British - 


Kolanowski, P0215 Polish Gorlitz 31/3 Left with 2nà party 
Wlodzimierz 


Krol, Stanislaw 2. P0237 Polish - - 


Langford, 04651 Canadian Gorlitz 31/3 Left with 2nd Party 
Patrick Ve 
Leigh, Thomas B. 46462 British Gorlitz 30/3 Left with 1st Party. 
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Date and 
Service Nation=- Place 


Name No. ality last seen Remarks 


— ` wegen 
7 — À— — — — — — a 


28  F/Lt. Long, James L.Re 89375 British Gorlitz 12/l. Thought to have left 
after 4th partye 
Report from Ellis of 
Baleria not available 


MeGarr, Clement A.N. 9566% S.African Gorlitz 6/4 Left with 4th party 
MeGill, George Re 35312 Canadian  Gorlitz 31/3 Left with 2nd party 
Mercinkus, Romas 89580 Lithuanian - - 
Milford, Harold J 403856 British Gorlitz 6/4 with 4th party 
Mondschein, Jerzy P0913 Polish - - 


Pawluk, Kazimier PO740 Polish ES 
29/5 


Picard, Henry A 87695 Belgien E - 
Pohe, John 10289, NeZealand Gorlitz 30/3 Left with 1st party 
Scheidhauer, Bernard 30649 French = - 
Swain, Cyril B. 37658 British Gorlitz 31 /5 with 2nd party 


Skanziklas, Sotiros RHAF Greek Hirschburg - 
213 29/3 


Stevens, Rupert J 47431 Se African - - 
Stewart, Robt. C. 430452 British Gorlitz 31/3 with 2nd party 
Stower, John G 407520 British - = 
Street, Henry O 123026 British Gorlitz 6/1. with 4th party 
Tobolski, Pawel P0375 Polish - - 
Valenta, Ernst - Czech Gorlitz 31/3 with 2nd party 
Walenn, Gilbert W. 75022 British - - 


Wernham, James C. dëi lh, Canadian — 
2 


Wiley, George, We 37234 Canadian Gorlitz 30/3 with 1st party 


williems, John E. 10652 Australian = = 


Williams, John Fe 406473 British Gorlitz 6/1. with 4th party 
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Te Details of nine Allied Officers who are still missing: 
Service Nation- 
Name No. alit Remarks 


Day, Harry M. A- 05175 British Said to be held at 
Stalag III D, Berlin 


Dodge, John B P British Left Hirschburg for 
401106 destination unknown. 
21/5. 


Dowse, Sidney He 86685 British Partner (F/0 Krol) 
deceased. 


Dvorak, Bedrich 

James, Bertram A. iti Held at Hirschburge 

Plunkett, Desmond L 

Tonder, Ivan Be 

Yan der Stok, Bram 

Van Wymeersch; Reported unofficially on 
5th June to have been 


captured and in German 
handse 


Note: F/Lts. Rockland and Muller, two of the escapees, are known to be 
outside the territory controlled by the Reich. 


MeADe Williams W/Cär. 
? F/Lte 
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8. unmary oj of Information obtained from the Urns containing the cremated 


— — — —— 


^ remains of the deceased Officers 


Between 25th May and 14th July a total of 46 urns and ! boxes, all alleged 
to contain the ashes of the 50 deceased Officers, have arrived on dates unstated 
in the Camp Stick Quarters. Fortyone of these containers are marked to indicate 
the name of the Officer the ashes of whom are enclosed, The remaining nine have 
no such mark. (These urns are held under the custody of the German authorities 
in the North Compound Vorlager Sick Quarters and the information was procured without 
the permission of the German authorities), 


DETAILS ON URNS 
Name Crematorium 
LX" egnivz 
Brettel Danzig 
- - No urn marked with F/Lt. 
Bull's name. 
- - No urn marked with S/Lär. 
Bushell's name. 
Casey Gorlitz 
Catanach j Not shown 
Christensen " " 
Cochran " " 
Cross Gorlitz 
Espelid Not shown 
Evans Liegnitz 
Fugelsang Not shown 
29/3 Munich 
Not shown Breslau 
" " Breslau 
3/3 Gorlitz 
30 /3 Liegnitz 
- No urn marked with F/Lt. 
Hayter's name 
Liegnitz 
No urn marked with F/O 
Kidder's name 


No urn marked "with E/O 
Kierath's name 





Kolanowski 
Krol 
Langford 
Leigh 

Long 


Swain 
Skanziklas 
Stevens 


Stewart 


John Gifford? 


Street 
Tobolski 
Valenta 
Walenn 
Wernham 
Wiley 


Williams, 
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DETAILS ON URNS 


Date 


Not showm 


Not shown 


" " 
31/3 
Not shown 
30/3 
29/3 
Not shown 
31/3 


Not shown 


" 


31/3 


Not shown 


Crematorium 
Liegnitz 
Breslau 
Liegnitz 
Gorlitz 
Breslau 
Breslau 
Liegnitz 
Danzig 
Breslau 
Not shown 
Danzig 
Gorlitz 
Liegnitz 
Not shown 
Munich 
Liegnitz 
Not shown 
Breslau 
Breslau 
Liegnitz 
Danzig 
Not shown 
Gorlitz 


Breslau 
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Remarks 


No urn marked with S/Lär, Kirby- 
Green's name 


Thought to have been seen by Ellis 
of Baleria at Gorlitz 15 Apl. 


Assumed to be urn of F/Lt.McGill. 


No urn marked with F/O 
Mondschein's name 


No urn marked with Lieut, 
Scheidhauer's name, 


Assumed to be urn of F/Lt. John 
Gifford Stower. 


No urn marked with S/Ldr. 
Williams's name 


/Notes. 
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Note: It should be noted that of the parties which left Gorlitz, members 


were cremated as follows: 


4st Party (left 30 March) e All members cremated 


2nd Party (left 31 March). All members cremated 
divulged. 


4th Party (left 6th April). All members cremated 
divulged. 


Of the Co 


30th March at a place unknown, 


; Gorlitz on 3ist March. 


Leignitz on date not 


Breslau on date not 


om Hirschburg 
cremated on 
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Je Known details in regard to clothes of certain Officers who have been shot. 


Lieutenant Douglas Arthur Poynter, R.N., declares on oath that the clothes worn 
by the Officers mentioned when in Hirschburg gaol were as under: 


Major Dodge was wearing a cut-down R,A,I. greatcoat and, I think, khaki trousers 
and. no hat, 


F/Lt. James wore a very old R.A,F. tunic without service buttons, some pockets 
removed, and cloth cap and a very worn pair of khaki drill trousers. 


F/Lt. Wernham wore a cloth cap, a home-made lounge suit jacket and a pair of 
worn dark blue corduroy trousers. 


P/O Pawluk was wearing a cut-down R.A.F, blue greatcoat with home-made black 
uttons, a ski cap made of blanket material. 


F/Lt, Kiewnarski was wearing a cut-down khaki greatcoat with black buttons and 
no Cape 


P/O Skanziklas was, I think, wearing a cut-down R.A,r. blue greatcoat and a 
cloth cape 


Sagan, D.A. Poynter, 
40th July 19424 Lt. (A) ReNe 


Flight Lieutenant Alfred Keith Ogilvie declares on oath: "They (the Officers 
in Gorlitz gaol) were almost entirely dressed in Air Force uniform: 
Street for instance had a R.A.F, officer's tunic with wings, rank and buttons. 


Sagan; 
10th July 1912. Ae Keith Ogilvie 
Flight Lieutenant. 


Flight Lieutenant Paul Gordon Royle declares on oath that Hum S was dressed 
in & brown silk zip-fastemer inner flying-suit (Air Ministry issue) with, 
underneath, khaki trousers and, I think, an airman's tunic with service, and he 
wore a balaclava, 


Sagan D 
40th July 1914. PeGe Royle, F/Lte 


Flight Lieutenant Alfred Burke Thompson (in reply to question: "Of the officers 
you know to have been reported killed, were any of them wearing clothes more 
akin to uniform than yours?") declares on oath as under: 


"Yes, Several of them were, especially Wiley in a blue battledress; 
Williams J.F. in airman's tunic with Flight Lieutenant's stripes, and several 
others," 


Sagan; A.B. Thompson, E/Lte | 
40th July 1914. 


Flight Lieutenant Michael Morey Shand (in reply to the question: "What clothes 
was Street wearing?") declares on oath as under: 


"Street was wearing an officer's tunic with rank markings and service 
buttons, no wings; service trousers and, I think, an Army greatcoat with 
service buttons - no headgear". 


Sagan, Me Shand, F/Lte 
40th July 194 
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Flight Lieutenant Henry Cuthbert Marshall (in reply to a question concerning 
the reason for his being selected for being brought back to Sagan) declares on 
oath: 


"If it were a question of clothing, I was one of the only two officers 
at Gorlitz in anything resembling civilian clothes. All the remainder were 
in more or less military dress," 


Flight Lieutenant Marshall (in reply to a question as to what clothes 
F/Lt. Valents. was wearing) declares further on oath: 


"Valenta was wearing an R.A.F. officer's uniform dyed a plum colour 
and he had no papers". 


Sagan; 
10th July 19e H.C. Marshall, F/Lte 


Flight Lieutenant Richard Anthony Pethell (in reply to a question as to 
what clothes F/Lt. Long was wearing) declares on oath as under: 


"Long was wearing an R.A.F. greatcoat with service buttons, R.A.Fe 
blue officer's trousers and American issue boots", 


Sagan; 
10th July 19124 ReA, Bethell, 
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10. Chronological Summary of Events 


af; 25 Marche 
27 March 


27 March 


29 March 
29 March 


30 March 


30-34 Marche 
30 March 


30 March 


34 March 


4 April 


6 April 


6 April 


Escape 


Major Dodge taken away from Hirschburg by plain-clothes mene 


49 Officers transferred from Sagan civil police station to 
Gorlitze 


Lieut. Stevens and Lieut. Gouws cremated at Munich 
Pawluk, Kiernarski, Skanziklas and Wernham left Hirschburge 


F/Lt. Green and Lieut. Poynter left Hirschburg and returned to 
Stalag III Arrest Block leaving only F/Lt. James at Hirschburge 


Lieut. Neely interrogated by Gestapo at Munich, 
4st party (Cross, Pohe, Casey, Heke, Wiley; Leigh) left Gorlitz, 


Officer who left Hirschburg on 29 March cremated at place 
unknown 


2nd party (Evans, Hall, Humphreys, Kolanowski, Valenta, McGill, 
Langford, Stewart, Birkland and Swain) left Gorlits and 
subsequently cremated at Liegnitz on date unknown) 


3rd party (Ogilvie, McDonald, Thompson, Royle) left Gorlitz 
and returned tp Stalag Arrest Block, 


40,00 hours (approx) German Stalag Commandant informed 
G/Capt. Massey that 44 escapees had been shote 


42.00 hours (approxe) 4th party (Milford, Gunn, liccarr, Street, 
Williams, J«F., Grisman) left Gorlitz. (8th witness thought 
Long also left but according to P/O Ellis of Baleria he did 

not do so). All this party, and Long, were subsequently 
cremated at Breslau on date unknown, 


Afternoon, 5th party (Shand, Marshall, Bethell, Cameron, 
Armstrong, Churchill, Nelson, Brodrick) left Gorlitz and 
returned to Stalag Arrest Block. 


Lieut. Neely left Munich and returned to Stalag Arrest Block. 


German authorities ordered collection of personal clothing of 
all 76 escapees. ‘This clothing was taken out of compound and 
stored in Vorlager and apparently remained there. 


Hauptmann Pieber informed G/Capt. Massey before the latter left 
on the repatriation party that w/cär. Day had not been shot but 
was safe in Berlin, probably in Stalag III D. 


German authorities (Hauptmann Pieber) produced list to G/Capt. 
Wilson (no title and unsigned) giving names of 47 Officerse 
He stated verbally that this was a list of Officers who had 
been shot. This list contained all the names except those 
of Krol, Long and Tobolskie 


/18 May 





18 May 


25 May - 14 July 


14. June 
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German authorities informed Senior British Officer of 
death of additional three officers Krol, Long, Tobolskie 


16 Urns and 4 boxes all alleged to contain ashes of 50 
deceased Officers arrived and placed by Germans under lock 
in Sick Quarterse 
All clothing taken out of compound on 11th April returned 
to Compound, 

M. oDe Williams W/Car. 


R.G. Stark F/Lte 
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polios of?5oials, tw in plain clothes end tuo dressed in the uniform of 
e 9.3. typee We wore taken by treán to Berlin in a resorved cer Qe» 
Wo — nos homloutYed during tho jot Cen, On arrival at tho Stettin 
rally station I vas &6pertiok from Y, P/O. Tobolok2. He went off in on 
Gar with tho two vniforned offfoisais end X wont off in-encthor with the two 
pa dn clothes officials. My impression Was thet be yas going back $0 
Sagan because I overheard. a conversation besweon the : police officials "sh ut 
treins from the Silesian Railway Station. I hare not som #/0. Tobotak) 
since that day. 


14e L ma GER T oat to tho H.Q. o? tho Kráninol Polizei in the 
Stadt star district Berlin. the —— rad been bosbod and we wont 
throug n & sido —— E was taken up to en anteeroom on the firat floor. 
Sharo wero poliat officiels ab a Zog with a typist. My eacort pieced mo 
& chair &6 the nido An the ante-vson where I waited for half en hons. 
this miting period a men Greased àn a uniformed hat and a Long 
with rod Lining y which 3 took to be the "orm of a police 
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IN TES MATTER OF GERMAN WAR CRIMES 
AND 


IN TES MATTER OF THE SHOOTING: OF 50 
ROYAL AIR FORCE FRISGERS OF WAR FROM STALAG LUFT ITI. 


Ip NATIONAL OFFIOR CHARGE NO: UR.G/B. 70. 
UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES COMMISSION REFERENCE : 


TTD AD 


Se Sé E We bk we bh MI 


— th rte t 


I, T. P TONER, Flight Licutonmt, 56, Princes House, Kensington Park 
* Road, London, 7,11, with permanent address 


MARR OATS ud say as follow: t= 


1c I wes at Staleg Luft III in March 1944 and took part An tbe mas escape 
through tho tumel. I hed previously bom part of the escape organisation and 
eeaicte’d in the digging. 


2 ‚As +0 the plans of the various esomors, I arrengod te travel gish Plight 
Lieutenant JOH STOVER ond X remember that Plight Lieutenants MAROISKUS end WHALLEHA 
were gaing to travel north end BREITEL ond PICERD were probably making for 
Belgium which moulé invelve them travelläng north. 


3. 1 went down inte the tunnel tuong the first in order to balp in the hanling 
end I left it about No, 24 with STOER immediately after mo, Among the 20 ee 
penseé through while I ves hauling I remember MARSHALL, VALENTA, BUSHELL, 
SOREIDHAUER, VEALLEM, MAROXHKUS, 2 HORMEGIANS, FLUNAETT, DVORAK, RXRHY-GREXN, KIDIBR, 
@ noves, sonn, BULL, krzazu, ‘coum, STEVENS, BRSTIELL end PICARD. 


leo SICHER and I had intended to catok the 2300 hours trein fran a neighbouring 
station ani to travel vía MRAU and LAUBAH, We left the tunns2 too late to catoh 
that train and es the next wes net until 0600 hours we decided to wik, Wa valked 
togothex 20 k$1onotres to HALOAU and then spent the dey sleeping in the wads, 

The weather was bed and we were not equippod fox walking. We walked on for tro 
further nights and on 27th March we had passed KOBLPURT. Wo decided that owing to 
the weather it would be better to travel by train and we vent beck $0 KOHLFUR? 
har: ve bought tickets and food, We took the train towards RETCESNESRO, changed 
at GURLEFZ but were aurosted on the train beissen ZITTAU and, REJOIENBERG by two 
plein clothes men belonging to the Kripo at REIOHENMERG. Our papers seemed to 
then to be in order but cur alothäng, which were similar to $hozo of the other 
sscepera they had already axrested, betrayed us. | 


50 We ware teken by the two plain olothes man to the Kripo H.Q. in RELCHENDERG 
where wo were put in a cell together. We were photographed and our personal 
detalla ware token, In this H.Q. we beard that BULL, KIGRATH, MONDSCHEIN end 
S/L. WILLIAMS were also there. We were interrogated together and then met these 
four upateirs in the presence of the police and we were able to talk to them. 

They told us that all four of them had been caught crossing the mounteine on the 
Silesian Osecho-Slovak border by a military patrol. I think they said that this 
was on Seturdsy 25th March. They had been in the party of 12 that tock the 0600 
hours train which STOWSR and I hed decided not to catch. 


/Paragraph 6 28000 
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6. On this doy I sew two Gestapo agents who appeared to ogcupy the sane H.Q. 
Ono mas an oldish man and the other much younger. I know that thay sere Gestapo 
agents bogauso the Kripo agonte said that all of us were being honded ovex to the 
Gestapo. Ye wens domnstaixs again end BULL and the other threo officara signed 
some forms fox the two Gestapo agents. These forms merely steted thet tho enawars 
that thoy had already given to the Kripo wore corzoct, During this time both 
STOWER and I hod the impression thet S/L. WILLIAMS had icarnt comsthing about his 
fate. Ye was not normally a nexvous men but he was closviy pale end ecovod. X 
have no reason Zo euppose thet he had behaved in a provocative manner during his 
interrogation or thet there was any cause for him to be more slarmed then the others, 
After this wo were taken back to tho celia. STOWER and I continued to share a 
sell end the others were nearby. Wo wexe not badly treated and wo were able to 
talk through the walis. 


Yo At 0400 hours on Wednesday 29th March DULL, MONDSCHEIN, KIERATH aná 

Yi. WILLIAMS Loft, 1 did not seo them go but a Russian officer who had been 
sharing a coll with one of thom, I believo KOND; HEIN, told me while vo gege 
washing thet day that they hað all left at 0400 hours. The Kripo agents told us 
that the Ze had deen takon back to SAGAN, I nevor saw the four again. 


8. On the afternoon of 29th March SYONER end I were token upstairs for our 
finger prints to bo taken, After this we were put in separate cells. The same 
ovening the two Gestapo agents looked into ny cell and said words to the effeot 

e. i vas a Ozoch and o traitors I thorefore oxpooteü trouble and told STOWER 
through the wall that I would probably be loft behind and that on his return to 
the camp he was to report this as soon as possible. 


9. On 30th March STOVER hed eigneü a similar form to those signed by the other 
four who had left, He told mo that ho hed chatted with the older Gestapo agent 
in Sotnioh. SFOWER'e papers wore made out for a Spanish workman, He spoke the 
language fluently because ho had been bora in the Argontine. 


10. He left at 0800 hours on Friday 3ist March. I saw him leave but I did not 
ace Who wes with him, He wes told that an escort from SAGAN had arrived to fetch 
kim, X have not soon him since that day. 


115 I wos thon lef% alone in my cell until Thursday 6th April. On that day 1 
vas interrogated once more by tho Kripo who hed received reports on the intorroga- 
tion of my people in Gsecho Slovakia. Thoy interzogeted ms almost qitirciy abous 
ny escapo fyon Gaecho Slovakia efter the Gorman ocoupotien. Thare was no violence 
e end they behaved quite civilly although they told many lies, I dad not disclose 
that I hod served in the French Air Force. It was a long interrogation and after 
jt Y wos taken back to my cell. 


12e On the following Tuesday 11th April I was seen by the youngor of the Gestapo 
agents. He seemed to be about 36, about 6 fest tall with very black hair, a large 
face end a fleshy build. He was vather Jewish in appearance. Tf believe that ho 
bed Lived 3a JTELAVA before the wer, During the interrogation 1 ves questioned 
olosely on the zolisbill&y of the Germans In Luft III. Thies ves because during 
the Kripo interrogation X had made a comment about the German moasy that had been 
found on us and the Kripo had mistakenly recorded thie as if I knew which of the 
Germans had provided the money, At tho end of the interrogation I signed a state- 
ment and was told the matter was finished and that X would be returned to the 
Luftwaffe again, I had no reason then to suppose that this statement nas untrue: 


13 I was put back into my cell ond left there until Monday 17th April when I 
ges toda that I was going back to SAGAN. A civilien oar, a l-sostor saloon with 
a police driver, took me enn? with the chief of tho Kripo of REICHEESRE these rank 
ves the equivalont of a major end who wes dressed in a greenish uniform which was 
not S.8., 9,D,, ox Gestapo. There sere two other mon in civilian olctres má I 
believe that one belonged to the Kripo snd the other to the Gestapo. They told me 


¿that I wes being... 
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that I was being taken back to camp but I was taken to Prague. When I arrived 
où PRAGUE X was 4014 by the Gestapo agent that they head another job in PRAGUE 
but that they sould bo going beck Latex in the doy and would then teke mo on 

to SADAN, 


14. t for 10 days until 
26th April. Tho 
intervogation was similar to my previous 

It was con ed almost ontirely with my 


about tho tunnel. On the following dey ] 

ji was then left for a further three weeks at PAKRAC gaol after which 1 asked foz 
enothor interrogati As a zesult of my application I wan taken again to 
PRO PALAG where I complained about my treatment. TI had not been allowed eny 
exercice or given eny suibeble clothes, Their reply was that probebly the staff 
at SIGAN was busy collecting the escepors and could not spare an escort but that if 

I waited a week ox so I would be taken book. 

150 My interrogetor at PETOHGER PALAG wes nosed BAUER, He acemed to hold a 
responsible y ioa and to be in charge of prisoner of wax effaire. He told me 
thet somo time before, when S/L, BUSHELL had bean in Ozecho Siovakia, he had 
interrogated hit Z agree with B/L. DYORAK's description of him. The interrogator 
was not in uniform There was no interpreter as £ speak fluent German. 


18. During this time I wes in contact with PLUNKETT who had passed a note 
through a berber and on one cocasion wbon the cells were boing painted he was in 
the oxoroiso yerd and I was able to speek to him, 


17. After five months I was allowed to take exexoise in the yard but was still 
allowed nothing to reed or smoke. During ono of the exercise paredes a guard who 
was unaweye that I wes a prisoner of war struck me end I defendoi myself. As a 
result of this I was put for 7 days in a completely dark cell and was not given any 
food. The floor of the coll wes concrete with wooden duck boards on top. This 
kopt mo clear of the water but not of the dempness. Tho cell was a square with 
sides measuring 2 to 3 yards. The furniture consisted of two wooden planks on 
which to sit. Lt ves extremely cold end sleep wes impossible. There was a 
primitive water closet in the cornoy. On some other oocasions I was struck by 
guarda end this wes ususlly due to the fact that I was wearing civilian clothes and 
they wore unawaxe that I was a prisoner of wor, 


18, As a result of a mmber of Ozock officers pessing through the prison it was 
reported to the Swiss that I wes imprisoned in PRAGUB. Probably because of Swiss 
representations X was finally moved with DVORAK to the Wehrmacht gaol on 218% 
November. Wo etayeë there for 10 days and were then taken under a Luftwaffe 
escort to STALAC LUPE 4 ab PARTH. After 14 days vo were arrested end put in the 
"ooge: end after s further 21 days moved to COLDITZ. 


SWORN by the said 1 P TONDER 
at 6 Spring Gardens in the City of 
WESTMINSTER this TWENTI-FOURTE day of 


AUGUST 1955, (SIGNED) I. P. TONDER. 
DSPCRE MS 


C. BUORLEY, 
Captain, 
Legal Steff, 
Militery Department, 
Office of the Judge Advonste General, 
LONDON, 3. Mo lo 
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— TRE SLATION. H1509-0124 
g T of 2/Lieut. Van WYMEERSCH mede befare GIRARD, Albert end GAILLARD, Jean 


Gendarmerie at THOUARS Department of the Deux-Bevres, on request of Lt-Col. 
FOURNIER, French War Crimes Liaison Group. 


VAN WYMEERSCH, Raymond, Leon, Narcisse, born on 24 September 1920 at ASNIERES 
(Seine) 2/Lieut. French àir Force, no appointment at the present momet. Address : 
55, route de Doue a Thouars (Deux-Sevres) states :- 


" I was taken prisoner on the 19th August 1942 at 1250 hours at PUIS near Dieppe(S.I.) 
The Germans took me to Rouen where I arrived at the hospital at 9.15 next morning. 


I left Rouen on the 25th August at 1915 hrs for STATRODA Germany where I &rrived 
30 August at 1205 hours, I left STATRODA on 11 December to go to Stalag Luft III at 
SAGAN (Silesia) where I arrived the same day and was put into Camp East. I moved from 
this camp on the 25th March 1943 when we were taken to Camp North at SAGAN. 


Inside this camp an escape organisation made plans for building a tunnel. We 
opened a third tunnel on the nignt 24-25 March 1944 after the firsttwo had bem unm o- 
sessful. I left thetunnel roughiy at 20% hrs as I was the 19th. I was in possession 
of a French Identity card of an "ausweiss" and of a paper from the Commissioner of 
Police, Breslau, in lieu of a passport and of a leave pass to go to France from the 
firm of Siemens of Breslau, 


I took the 1157 train at the station at BAGAN. Due to an air-raid, the Breslau 
train which should pass through SAGAN at 1157 hrs was an hour late and instead of 
going to BRESLAU I found myself at LISSA in Poland. I dhanged and arrived back at 
BRESLAU on the 25th, roughly at 9 o'clock in the morning. At Breslau I bought a 

@ ticket direct to PARIS, Gare de l'Est. 


I left BRESLAU at 1110 hrs and arrived at METZ on the 26th March, efter having 
passed through DRESDEN, LEIPZIG, FRANKFURT, MAYENCE, SAARBRUCKEN and at METZ station 
I wes arrested by the Gestapo. 


I was put into a prison in METZ which was situated near the station. I was inter 
rogated and threatened by the Gestapo. I stayed at METZ until the 30th March at 6 
o'clock in the morning without food and without drink with the hands manacled behind 
my back, After that I was sent to BERLIN where I arrived the sane day at 2200 hrs 
and was further interrogated in a prison which I thought was "ALBRECK STRASS" aid 
eventually I was taken to the prison at Alexander Platz where I was inoarcerated, I 
broke out on the 24th May during an air-raid but was recapturedthe sane day. I was 
immediately taken to the prison at PLOTZENSEE. 


I came back to the prison at Alexander Platz on 2 June and returned to Plotzensee 
7 November to be despatchedto the Conoentration Camp at SACHSENHAUSEN. All the 
terrogations which took place were made by the Gestapo applying their usual methods, 


As far as the fate of Pl/Offr COCHRANE, Sqn Leader BUSHENN and F1/Lt SCHEIDHAUER 
is concerned, I sew Flying Officer COCHRANE in Frankfurt-a-Main on 26 Mar 43 at 0700 
hrs. He walked freely in the roads at Frankfurt; having sem him from the distance, 
I did not speak to him, 


As for the other two officers, they were, according to information given to me by 
the Gestapo in METZ, arrested at SAARBRUCKEN on 26 March at 2300 hrs, 


On 30 March on my journey to BERLIN, the Inspector who had carried out the arrest 
of the two officers came to speak to me on the train. When I eskedhim whether I would 
rejoin these two officers and where they were, the Inspector answered "They are still 
at BAARERUOKEM , but they will leave tomorrow for the seme camp and you will all be 
together". 


I learned of the death of the 50 officers from the speech of Mr, Eden over the 


British wireless towards the end of June or beginning of July. This was confirmed to 
me by Captain Churchill at SACHSENHAUSEN. 


I oan say that I have already given the same information to an Intelligence 
officer at NAPLES (Italy) on the 13th May 1945. " 


(sg) GIRARD 
(ee) GAILLARD 
I CERTIFY that this is a true translation of the document attached marked 'A'. 


(SGD) S.M. STEWART 
Captain, 
Legal Staff, 
) HQ 21 Army Group. 





Good moss 


Flight Lieutenant GREEN statesi- 


te I have read through the copy of my evidence given before the Court of 
Inquiry held in Stalag Luft 111 by order of Group Captain Wilson concerning 
the deaths of 50 british and Allied prisoners, members of the R.A.P. This 
eviüenoe is correct and I have added my signature to the copy. 


Ze My mwmber in the order of passing out of the tunnel wos 302 I was in 
a party of 12 whose intention was to travel 50 miles by train and after that to 
go on foot To the best of tecollection the party of 12 consisted of the 
following besides myself: Py Williems, Major lodge, "/Lts. James, Mondschein, 
vernham, Pawluk, Kiewnarski, :kansiklas and Pall, besides Lieute Poynter, Heil. 
end another officer, probably a F/Lieut. who I believe was nicknamed "et, 


Je The people present at my interrogation were two civilians and a young 
girl typist. My interrogator we a stocky short man, not at all iike the 
description given by Major Lodge of his interrogator. I did not pay much 
attention to the other civilian but so far as I remember he did not speak any 
words of English and my interrogator always spoke to him in German. The 
atmosphere during the interrogation was sinister 


ei The local Hauptmann at Hirschberg in the police station, who seemed to 
be in charge, was an aggressive man who seemed to be about 40 years of age ani 
of slight build, He shouted on the slightest provocation both at his staff und 
ourselves. 


Ge hen we were being moved anywhere at Nirschberg we were usually escorted 
by two plain clothes detectives, I know that these men were armed because they 
showed us their automatic pistols before we sot out as a warning. They treated 
us quite well and did not seem to belong to the Gestapo but rether to the 
ordinary police detectives. 


Ge During the tize when we were at Hirschberg I formed the impression that 
the men with whom we came into contact were carrying out orders from outside and 
that they were not themselves making decisions. 


Ze I also remember that after a start had been made with the interrogation 
on some of us at Hirschberg police station we were dispersed for a time possibly 
because it was seen that the interrogation was going to be prolonged. On this 
occasion I was taken away with Wernham by two soldiers to a place which looked 
like an old army barracks but may have been a prisoner of war carpe I saw two 
British soldiers kicking a football about onthe parade and football ground. 

The soldiers who esoorted us seemed quite friendly but I had an impression, from 
the looks which they exchanged with other German soldicrs, that they hed some 
private joke about us and I was puzzled by this. 


Be I am sure thatthe assistant poler st Hirschberg prison said that we 
were lucky not to have fallen into the hands of the Gestapo He seid this when 
several of us were in the small exercise yard there. The prison consisted of 
about 3 floors with about half a dozen cells on each. According to the marking 
on the door there were 20 Frenehmen in one cell and a Polish Jew who had been 
in prison a year» The food given to us was quite good and the moler end his 
assistant, who wore civilian clothes, secmed quite friendly. The uniformed 
police on the other hand shouted a good deal. 


Qe When we were taken back to the Stalag from Hirschberg the Abwehr officer 
who talked to us seemed to be chatting quite casually either to satisfy his own 
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curiosity or to pass the tine. we did not go into the comanimt's office and 
I had the impression that someone else we inside the office giving directions. 
The 25. Hauptmann at Sagen who reassured us was fairly tall, young looking; 
Tair anû friendly. I have seen him twice since in the Stalag e seemed to me 
to be the senior officer at the ¿agan Police Station but I was told that he 
belonged to the 35 


1% “hen we were brought the second time to the Stalag our reception by 

the members of the Luftwaffe with whom we came into oontact was clearly hostile. 
ve were kept waiting 8 hours in the guard room and the Abwehr officer who had 
ahatted with us before was offensive in his manner. 


11. After our return fron the “cooler” the camp seemed quite normal. There 
were periodical searches of all the hutse I do not remenber having heard the 
name Absolon or Samuel or to have seen the very tall 35. xm with a bullying 
manner and a bloodshot faces 


12» I am not oertain of the date but my Impression is that it was during the 
first forthlght in May when a poster was issued to the compe The $7.0. ordered 
them to be collected and not to be put upe The poster was in the form of a 
notice and the general gist of it wes that escape was no longer a sport, that 

a certain amount of sabotage was occurring and thet escapers were liable io be 
charged with ite I kept one of the posters but had to leave it behind when we 
left cagao 


13 I have looked st the sketch of the Governor of Hirschberg prison in 
iüdendum No.6 to the Summary of Information on German Personalities aate 25th 
October 1944 distributed by 1.1.9. The sketah conveys nothing to me and I do 
not remember seeing anyone of that type at Hirschberg 


14th May 1945. 





Statement of 36103 Flight Lieutenant H.C. MARSHALL, Springlale, "ishery road, 
boxmoors, Hurts. 


Flight Lieutenant Marshall ctates:- 


À I have read through the copy of my evidence given before the court of 
inquiry held in Stalag Luft III by order of Group Captain vilson ooneerning 
the deaths of 50 British and Allied prisoners of war, members of the lle De Be 
This evidence is correct and I have added my signature to the copy. 


le m the night of 24th March I went through the tunnel immedintely after 
F/Lieute Ball who was sent through first to keep watch as the exit nen at the 
far end of the tunnel for the first 20 escaperse Although I followed Bull I 
was therefore Noe on the liste My partner, F/Lieut. Valenta; was No.?, 
3/1dr. Pushell 3, "/LIeut. Geheidheuer 4, Cours 5 and Stevens Ge 


de ^s to the pairs in which the escapers were to trevel my reoolleotion is 
that Dvorak and Plunkett, Yonder and Stower, londlschein and bull, Kirby-Green 
and Kidder, Espeliô and Fugelsang, Marcinkus end halen, lushell and Scheidhauer 
end Picard end Drettell were paired off together. 


i. All the escapers who passed through Gorlits gaol were intending to travel 
on foot with the exception of myself and Valente. e had to change our plans 
begeuse we failed to cateh the train we intended owing to the fact that a 
technical hiteh delayed the opening of the tunnel from 9 pele to 10.30 pelle 

This meant that 3 possible trains had gone and we decided to wove to Kohlfurt 

on foot 


5 It was part of the escape organisation that the escapers should be grouped 
according to their mode of travel for the first part of the journey. The first 
20 out of the tunnel assembled at a point in the woods 200 yards from the exit. 
Bushell who was in this party aníd that there wes a train from sagen Station 

at 11 pm which we should all catch and that we should go to the station by 
twos and threes He himself reached the station almost immediately ut the 

rest of us had difficulty in finding the entrance to the station in the darkness 
owing to our unfamiíliority with its exact position. The entrance appeared to be 
a hut in which was the opening of a subeway under the lines ¿hen we finally 
discovered it the sir raid alarm went and those of us who were there were ordered 
to go ù the shelters by a railway official. 


Ge The man Spannlayer referred to in my evidence appeared to a minor He Co Os 
of the Landwacht. He was not in uniform but had a band on his am ‘the police 
guard who took us to the local lock-up waa wearing uniform of the >. type 


Ts I remember that we were stripped in :agan gaol. There was a Hauptmann 
there but I do not mow whether his name wes Absolom I seen to have hoaxd the 
name Absolom but I cannot remember in what comectione The man who searched me 
was an elderly civilian with watery eyes. We were in the ordinary gol but it 
might have been a special winge I had the impression that it wes the 35 who 
were dealing with um 


Be It wo dark when we were taken in the lorry to Gorlits and I have no 
detailed memory of the armed guarde There was one man with a tommy gun and an 
officer with a pistol in the lorry with us They were both wearing green uniform 
similar to that of the 523. police but I did not notice their badges. behind the 
lorry there travelled a fast car armed with tomy gunse 


Se I know that the building to which I was taken for interrogation in Gorlitz 
was the Civil Criminal Investigation Bureau. On the door of the room in which I 
was interrogated appeared a name which I remember as being something like schultz 
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“red with some other letiaxing to the effeot that it was the criminal 
1% Stigntion rege My impression was that the interrogation was carried out 
J the criminal police who then passed over to the Gestapo those prisoners who 
felled to returne 


10e The interpreter at my interrogation was in amy uniform but I do not 
think that he was weering an overcoat although there was an overcoat there, 
possibly on the back of the chair, I was with him about an hour ond a half and 
noticed that he was smoking continually. His uniforn we green and of the Se Se 
Type It had no markinge I do not agree that the civilian there was merely a 
clerks I thought that he was in charge but necessarily taking a smell part in 
the interrogation because he could not speak inglish, The interpreter had an 
American accent. ‘the interpreter appeared to receive instructions from the 
civilian about some of the questions to be asked. ‘There was a paper on the table 
with some notes on it The typist was a middle aged well preusrveä women oi 45 
to 50 wearing spectebles. ¿he was not the sume person as tho woman who came in 
and fingered my clothes. This was a younger woman with a slight disfigurement 
to her nose» ¿he behaved as if she was familiar with the office and the people 
in ite I am sure that I would recognise both women again and also the 
interpreters I might bé eble to recognise the civilian but I am not sure. 


11 I have looked at the reproduced sketches in jüdenüum No.6 to the Summary 
of Information on Germen Personalities dated 25th October 1944. distributed by 
+9. I was present at agen when the original drawings were mats by P/ideute As 
nosic. The reproductions seen wrong to mes Taking the drawings in orders=- 


(a) 1 do not remember seeing & sketch of the prison governor at Nirschberg 
or to have seen any person resembling the sketoh. 


(tb) I have seen a person resembling the sketen of the prison governor at 
Sorlits but he was not present at my interrogation He may well have been 
present at the interrogation of some of the prisoners who were interrogate 
inside the prison. The hair in the drawing is wrongiy reprudusede This 
man appeared to be the civilian head of the gaol. The sivilian organise 
ation seemed to have been preserved and to have been duplicated to some 
extent by the 2. organisation» The civilian made inspections of the 
cells and had brownish hair brushed straight back over his heade The 
attached rough sketch wade by menand marked ':' indicates the appearance 
of this men's hair so far as I remenber it. 


he repzoduction of the drawing of the interpreter at Gorlits seans 
correct end resembles the interpreter present at my interroga tion 


The reproduction of the drawing of the man described as 5.5. officer 
who took charge of one of the parties leaving Gorlits has been altered. 
I never saw this men in uniform He wore a “pork pie" hat and civilian 
clothes. He was a huge man 6 feet 3 to 4 inches in height, very broad 
with a large face heavily jowled with a large nose either naturally 
broad or flattened. It did not strike me he bed a very red face. I 
sow him waiting in the corridor when the civilians came to collect the 
second party or prisoners. A snsllish man come into the doorway of our 
sell and asked our names» hen I told him my mame he commente’ that it 
wee the some as his own. He was a nondescript smell dapper, apparently 
efficient, man dressed in a blue overcoat and felt hate I have never 
seen him since. There were about 10 civilians in the corridor and I had 
the impression that they were officials from outside and nothing to do 
with the prison end that the man who said his name was similar to mine 
was in charge of them The attached sketch made uy me end maxked ‘L' 
indicates the general appearence of this man so far as ] remember ite 


12e hen the previous parties of prisoners were removed those remeining had 
no anxiety about them because we had been wld by a guard that they would be 
taken for a second interrogation and then returned to the Stalage Consequently 
some of us shouted efter them as they left remarks such as "Keep my mail for me 
end "Keep a good meal for me." 


15 Le to my evidence about the names of those forming the parties leaving 
Gorlitz, I now know that one prisoner who remained behind and that toile was 
probsbly Longe The names are otherwise correct so far as I know I compiled 
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the lists of names from memory after hearing them called out in the corridor. 
They were not always called ty the same voice. Sometimes the civilian head of 
the prison to whom 1 have referred called at the cells aná on at least one 
occasion the guards knew which party was going out overnight and reshuffled 
then into one or more cellee ‘he only party that left without my knowledge was 
the one which I then thought inoludeë Long which left early on the morning of 
6th April. 


the Ey party was taken back to the Stalag in a standard Luftwaffe weggon 
äriven by wood chips fusl. I did not see any letter 'S’ chalked on the door 
of our cell before we left 


15 Before the escape I was sharing a mon with Valente, fonder and two other 
prisoners, one of whom was interested in photography.  J&uptmann Pieber was also 
intereated in photegrephy and had some conversations with this prisonere On one 
omasion, about a month before the escape, i remember Pieber coming in and 

saying that there must be no mass escapess Île seid it would be imdvisable to 
ase any mass escapes in view of the previous threat by the Gestapo to take 
matters into their om: hands in the camp He emphasised the point and ssid that 
if we &ttespted to escape it should be in groups of less than Ge Again when 
Pieber was moved from the comp, after the escape, he came to say goodbye aná 

said to me words to this effeot, “Whatever you do Mr. Larshall never escupe apain 


29 May 1945» 
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SECRET 
UNITED KINGDOM CHARGES AGAINST GERMAN WAR CRIMINALS. 
CH RGE NO. U.K. = G B. Q. 
SHOOTING OF 50 R.A.F. PRISONERS OF WAR FROM STALAG LUFT III 


STATEMENT of 70811 Flight Lieutenant T.R, NELSON, home address 11 Austhorpe 
Road, Cross Gates, Leeds, 


Flight Lieutenant Nelson states: - 


1. I have read through the copy of my evidence given before the Court of 
Inquiry held in Stalag Luft ITI by order of Group Captain Wilson concerning the 
deaths of 50 British and Allied prisoners, members of the R.A.F. This is a 
correct copy of my evidence as given at the time but I have since learnt that 
the statement that F/L. Long and F/L. Ellis left Görlitz with the fourth party 
is incorrect. I did not see either of them leave but I assumed that they had 
left with the other six because their names were called out shortly after the 
six names and later we heard the usual shuffling when a party left and assumed 
that E/L. Ellis and F/L. Lorig had gone too. Otherwise the evidence is correct 
and I have added my signature) to the copy. 


2. I took part in the escape organisation and my duties were concerned with 
making the mechanical equipment and gadgets required. 


3. With regard to the other escapers I remember that Cochran spoke fluent 
German, Stower came from the Argentine and spoke fluent Spanish and was an 
experienced escaper. Whalen was an expert maker of false passes. 


" I was the 45th officer down the tunnel and the 65th to leave as before I 
left I helped in the hauling of 20 officers. Among the 20 that I hauled I 
remember Street because he accidentally exchanged his bundle with mine, 

and Humphreys and Long both of whom got stuck. I also remember Churchill 

going through towards the end of this group. Noble and Reece and one other 
came down into the tunnel and relieved Bethell, Long and myself who were hauling 


but they did not succeed in escaping. 


De I did see an S.S. Hauptmann at Sagan. Judging from the description given 

me by others this Hauptmann may have bsen Absolom but I am not sure. 

6. The H.Q. we visited at Görlitz belonged to the Kripo. My reason for saying 
v B È uv wv © 

this is that I saw a number of notices in which the Kriminal Polizei were referred 

to. 


Te Three quarters of the gaol at Görlitz was closed down. It was a transit 
prison and the bulk of it was occupied by evacuees, There were some Polish 
workers occupying, the upper story of the section in which we were housed and when 
we occupied a cell overlooking the courtyard we could see children playing there 
and civilians passing in and out. 


^ At my interrogation the interpreter was in army uniform, middle aged, 
lean shaven with fair thin and frizzy hair, aged about 40-45. His rank was 
ergefreiter but he had a plaited rank on his shoulder strap which seemed to 
ndicate that he was an officer cadet, The civilian was about 50 rather short 
and flabby, very dark with a fat greasy sallow face and thick horned rimmed 
spectacles. His appearance was almost Jewish. The typist was a young woman 
dark and medium height, aged about 25, During the interrogation I had the 
impression that the interrogator thought that we were concerned in more than an 
ordinary mass escape and that we were on some definite duty ordered from England 
with a common rendezvous and detailed plans. I saw the first group of civilians 
arrive. I was in the cell overlooking the courtyard at the time. There were 
three or four Saloon cars from which a number of civilians alighted. I saw them 
come in and in particular a big man with a blood shot face. Several of the party 
wore short leather coats and tyrolean hats. I did not see any of the other 
parties of civiliäns arrive. A 08 39 n 
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9. I was able to compile the list of the parties because we always heard the 
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names read out. There was a procedure of shuffling us round so the party 
that was wanted could be segregated in t the names we not @n the 
doors it was necessary for the Warders cal] om- Ot ) used to | 


noise whe le parties left. 


por LID 


¡ger the 


ger before, There was a 
at Lubeck who was a leutnant in the Marine Artillery named Blanck. 
been in the S.A, I had to see him 
that conversation that there had been 


2 


heard the name Obergruppenfuhrer Berg 
a 


about a sick paradé and he 

a conference in Berlin and 
al] officers from the prisoner of war camps attended. I 
remember our doctors attending the conference, Blanck told me that Berger was 
in charge of all prisoner of war affairs and had been appointed by Hitler. 


(signed) 


Taken down by me on the above date, 


(sgd) E.J. RENDLE, 
Major, 

Mil Dept., 

JAG's “ffice, London. 
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SECRET 


United Kingdom Charges against German War Criminals. 


CHARGE No, U.K. - G/B.70. 


Shooting of 50 R.A.F. Officers from Stalag Luft III. 


Statement of 41255 F/Lieut. R.S.A. Churchill, Stanwix, Ember Lane, Esher, Surrey. 


1. I have read through the copy of my evidence given before the Court of 
Inquiry held in Stalag Luft III by order of Group Captain Wilson concerning the 
deaths of 50 British and Allied prisoners, members of the R,A.F. Subject to 
the, small correetions which I have made and initialled this evidence is correct 
and I have added my signature to the copy. 


2. I do not remember the number which I drew for passing through the tunnel 
but F/L Nelson went through the tunnel just before me and was waiting at the 
other end. We moved off in a party of 8 which included F/L. Stewart and F/L. 
Nelson. F/L. Long was still hauling at the end of the tunnel and was, I believe, 
to go shortly after us. . 


3. I do not remember many of the pairs in' which the escapers were to travel 
but this should be known to S/L. D. Terrens who marked them out as they left 

and F/L. Kerr-Ramsay who was helping him. I am certain that S/L. Kirby-Green and 
F/L. Kidder were together and am almost certain that Catanach and Christensen 
were a pair, It is probable, though I am not certain, that Whalen and Picard, 
Dowse and Krol, S/L. Williams and Kierath and Bethel and Long were also pairs. 


. I know that the building in Görlitz to which I was taken for interrogation 
belonged to the Kiminal Polizei Department because I saw those words on a brass 
plate on the door, The interrogator was a man similar to the sketch reproduced 
in Addendum No. 6 to the Summary of Information on German Personalities dated 
25th October 1944 distributed by MI,9. Although he is described as the 
interpreter he was in fact in charge, The other people in the room were a 
civilian who seemed to be a clerk responsible for putting papers in order etc., and 
a woman typist. The interrogator spoke fluent English with a slight American 
accent. He was wearing a faded green uniform greatcoat with a badge similar 

to an Obergefreiter's stripe in silver on the sleeve. My impression is that 

he was wearing uniform underneath as I do not remember noticing his civilian 
clothes. On the other hand I had the impression'that he might have borrowed the 
greatcoat because he did not seem to be the sort of man who would be an 
Obergefreiter. He said that his job was merely to get answers to the questions 
on the form which he had. He seemed to be trying to give the impression that he 
had merely been called in from outside because of his knowledge of English, 


5. The place where I saw the words "36 Kgt" on a board was the office which 
was the first room on the right in the corridor in which our cells were. There 
was a blackboard on which the words were chalked up with other figures which I 
took referred to some Poles who were on floors above and below us. It was the 
room in which the visitors! book was kept. 


6. The part of the building in which we were put at Gorlitz was only a small 
portion of a large building comparable in size to Buckingham Palace, The cells 
seemed to be only transit cells. The Poles billetted below us seemed to go out 
for the day on working parties, In addition to them I sometimes saw ciwilians 
lined up in the corridors but I did not know what for, They might, for example, 
have been foreign workers coming in to register. I went up and down the 
corridor a number of times in order to get to the lavatory. I remember seeing 
a civilian with glasses there who was treated with respect by all the uniformed 
guards, I imagine that he was in the police but had reached a rank high enough 
to entitle him to wear civilian clothes. 


Ve On 30th March 1944 the view which I had of the entrance from the cell 
window was partial, gained from looking out of the side of a recessed window, 

I am sure that there were not less than 4. saloon cars end not more than 5. They 
were brought in and turned round. The drivers looked like chauffeurs, I saw 

the shoulders and head of someone who looked like Leigh in the back of ons of the 
cars with a man on either side. I could not see whether the men were in uniform 
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or not. 


8. The man who entered the cell when.I, was looking out of the window was 
dressed in civilian clothes, very tall at least 6 fest 3 inches, He was 
extremely broad in the shoulder, heavily built., His face was enormous with 

big jowls, a large flattened nose and a "porty" complexion. He had two smaller 
men With him in civilian clothes, but their appearance did not make much impression 
on my mind, After I had been found looking out of the window I believe that all 
the R. A. P. prisoners were moved to the other side of the corridor toprevent our 
seeing anything else. 


9. As to the identity of the tall man referred to in para, 8 above I am sure 
that he was.not the same person as the S.S. captain who was present when I was 
searched at Sagan. This captain I did see again in the Stalag. He came there 
about a week after I was released from the “cooler” where I had been for 3 weeks 
after my return to the Stalag. On this occasion the 8.5, captain dressed as a 
Luftwaffe corporal was the typist present at an interview that I had with 

Captain Pieber which was designed to ascertain any relationship I had with the 
Prime Minister. I did not recognise him at the time but was told afterwards- by 
Captain Pieber that he was the local S.S. captain at Sagan police station, I then 
immediately remembered his face, 


On another occasion after I was released from the Stalag S/L. Waterer gl 
me to go and look for a man in the compound who he said was the S.S. officer 
who had previously paid a visit to the Stalag after an earlier tunnel ("Tom") had 
been discovered, I do not know whether or not this was the same man as the 
captein at Sagan because I was unable to find him. I remember S/L. Waterer 
mentioning the name Dr. Absolom but I am not sure whether he was referring to one 
or both of these officers, S/L. Waterer, who I believe is back in this country, 
would know, 


10. While we were at Görlitz we tried to get from the guards information about 
the parties of prisoners that, had left. They were not ready to give information 
except that one of the parties had been taken away by the Luftwaffe. , We concluded 
that this was the first party that went back. to the Stalag. 


11. I remenber distinctly one of the ordinary police guards on duty in the 
prison at Görlitz. He was a young rosy-faced, fair-heired man with an affected 
manner. F/L. Nelson and F/L. Brodrick would also be able to recognise him, 


12, I feel confident that I would be able to identify the tall man.in civilian 
clothes referred to in para. 8 above and the S.S, Captain referred to in Para. 9. 


12th May 1945. (sga) R.S. Churchill. 


Taken down by me on the above date. 


(signed) E.J. RENDIE, 
: Ma jor. 
Mil Dept., 

JAG's Office. 

London, 


On 30th May F/Lt Churchill called again. He agreed that the S.S. Captain 
was fair and young, well built and good looking - smart turnout. 


(signed) E.J. RENDLE, 
e Major. 
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SIATSHENT of Lieutenant Alexander Desmond NAELY, Royal Navy, with permanent 
home address at 1, Manor Place, E 


Lieutenant Neely states: 


1e I have rosd through the copy of my evidense given before the Court of 
Inquiry held in geing Luft 111 by order of Grow captain Algen concerning 
the deaths of 50 Tritish amd Allied prisoners, members of the 3.47. This 
is & correct copy of my evidense und I have added xy signature to it 


Le As far an I can remember my maiber for passing out of the tunnel was 
20. I life the Lagan Tom Station by the 0313 hours train for Derlin on 
25th Marah and arrived at berlin at, I believe, about 0700 hours on the seme 
Cay Having failed to find any foreign workers to assist me I went on to 
Stettin leaving the Stettiner Zalmho? at 1620 hours and arriving at Stettin 
at, I think, 1230 hours. 


Je I remember that on the train from Sagan to Berlin W/L. Catannoh aná 
7/la Christensen also travelled. My last view of than wes at berlin when I 
saw thes get off the train together I did not speak io them but I understood 
that they were making for Denmark 


ie At Stettin I went to the address that I had been given but coulé not 
get any help there. I then mede contact with a uniformed french soldier who 
put me on to some ‘vench friends of his working in Stettin homital, Y 
eteyed with these friends on 25th, 26th and 27th March, keeping indoors by 


Gey anl spending the nights trying to make contact with a Swede. On ueaday⸗ 
29th March, I was told by e Frenchman thet the Gerwuns were senrohing the 
hospital aa there had been a break of eighty prisoners of war fron a on and 
that the German navy had been turned out to assist in the search. I had 
arranged with 0/0. Dey and E/L. Tobolski to meet them at an address in Stettin 
on 25th Maroh. I kept the appointaent but they did note 


5e I decided to make for Prunse by slow train in order to avoid a train 
search if possible. I left Stettin at 20% hours on 20th March 

berlin at about 2230 hours I spent the night in a hotel and on 

owing to lack of food I decided to risk taking the express to 1 

Berlin by train between 1000 and 1100 hours. 


Ge i do not know whether the plain-clothes man referred to in my 
as arresting me on the Gesin belonged to the Gestapo. He wis a policeman in 
plain clothes and I therefore described him ss belonging to the Custapo. 


Te ¡hen I arrive? at Munich the gol to which I we taken ws withinml? a 
mile of the main station It was probably the main geol em had Polish aná 
Russian prisoners (male and fele) there Some of the prison staff were 
Crussed in the uniform of the ordinary police but the 1.0.08 who inspected my 
cell had the skuli and cross bones on their caps and therefore appeared to 
belong to the e e 


% Hy first interview in the prison was on 30th Maroh. I did not notice 
any name on the door of the office which seemed like the office of a fairly 
senior officer, ey. à colonel.  Lefore the interview a man in plain clothes, 
who appeared to be a senior police officor, cane in ani spoke to the civilian 
who wae about to interrogate mee le saked me whether he hadwrned me that 
before I had proved my identity I was not entitled to any privileges of a 
prisoner of war and thet I must reclise that I was in a serious position 
because I was a “Kriegeverbrecher"s The senior officer then went say. He 
appeared t work in that building and everyone in the room sprang to attention 
when he came ine I think I would recognise him again. My recollection of his 
appearance ia about 6 feet 2 inches in height, 55 to 60 years of age with 


Pp 84001 d greyish 
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N} greyish wevy hair brushed 
d  iefore he left he turned to 
A un whether I had understood 


the room two plain clothes men «ni 
gator and the other was a runneze 

tor again. My reoolleotion of his 

to 


epoeosranoe is 5 Fey x dc 35 40 years of age, medius build 
with darklah hair, a teak nose and — Like all the other officers there 
in civilian clothes he wore a Party bs his buttonholee Judging by the 
way in which he asked the opinion of u lot and the runner on various 
points in taking the statement he see: a weak minded type of mane 

The chief pointe that worried him in the interrogation oonaerned the 
plotogmphs on my pass ani whether orders had been given to me about the route 
I was to take after my evcape. He also wanted to mor whether the officers 
who took part in the escape had been demilel for it or whether they were 
volun toer'se 


40 The reference to other officers in Munich mas mde by this interrogator 
on the first day that I saw him (30th March). I agked him how many of the 
other officers had been reoaptured and he replied that two of then had been 
caught on the wiss frontier "yesterday" and that there were other friends of 
mine in Muwiich 


yea 
11. During the week I waited in the gaol at Munich one German railmy 
worker wis put with me for a ain night. lie said that he had been cought 
playing poker for money». I complained to the 53. N.C.. about the putting 
of other nationalities into my cell and I also oamplainod thas when on air 
ralá was in progress I was not taken to the sir mid shelter with the other 
prisoners. I asked to see om u officer but I never did so. No other 
= prisoners were put in my cell. 


12 shen the plain clothes mename to fetal me they told mo thet they 
had come fron Breslau I asked the younger of them if he belonged to the 
Gestapo and he replied that he was a member of the Kriminal Polizei. During 
the journey the train was crowled although we had a reserved oompartaente 
“hen other travellers tried to ome into the compartment the older man showed 
then & metal pass and told them that the carriage wes reserved. faving locked 
at the plate contained in the handbook on the Corman Police published ty 
SHARP X an sure that the plate which he showed the passengers wis that of the 
Gestapo. I wag well treated during the journey but I wes warned thet if I 
attempted to escape I would be mote I sew that my escort had at least one 
pistol which was passed over from one to the other 


1% I did mot get the names of either of the men who cscorted me. The 
sma who said that he belonged to the Kriminal Polizei ma about 5 feet 9 inches 
An height, aged about 24, slim build with dark hair, a young face wit a weak 
dhin and clean shaven He seemed not too well aluseted but was a cuming uve 
During th journey he showed me four photos of himself in different wiiforss 
namely Army, Luftwaffes Panzer aná a black uniform which I took to be that of 
the Sestapo. He toli me that his job ms to be posted to different mits 
emi to listen to the talk He also mid in course of conversation that 
he had been to one of the theatre ge M Gn dy the | the prisoners in the North 
Compound at .teleg Luft III. 

cet 


The other men wa about 5 f 10 inches to 5 feet 11 inches in 
height, aged about 35, with brow "moppy" hair, freckles, « Slattish nose and 
sensuol Lips He hed a large head ani shoulders but his body seamed to taper 


ihe They took me back to Dreslau by an express train end we then changed 
on to local trains to get back to Sagan without going w any office in Breslau. 
On one of the local treins they flirted with a woman ticket collector and gave 
her their addresses in Ereslew 


158 when we changed trains for the last time my escort reported to the 
Gestapo Controller on the train He turned up a book und said that I had been 
returned on the previous day wt he ms corrected and on looking his book up 
again seid thet I was due back that day. Me and the elder of my escort seamed 
to know each other well and talked about old times 
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Translation of Additional Statement by:- 


Max Ernst Gustav Friedrich WIEES 
Oberregierungs- und Kriminalrat / 33 - Obersturmbannflhrer 
formerly Officer 1/0 Kriminaipolizeileitstelle BRESLAU, 


"ZP Ge - gp ge mr ms mp ¡e OS FES FSS BOTS EH E am De de un dun eee eee ee eee - e mm — em 


I give thd following answers to the questions 
The remark, that conditions prevailing in 
of the English Air Officers in Sagan had reaghed a 


approaching mutiny was first made by Dr.Absalon (incidentally 


“wy à A 
only,that sense), after he had oarr$ed out a detailed 


investigation of the conditions in Sagan, on behalf 
Luftwaffengericht - Berlin, and when verbally reporting to me 
about it. That was some considerable time after the shootings. 

General Nebe made tho femark "that matters would be 
different", some time after the shootings of the English 
Alr Foroe officers, but before the assassination plot against 
Hitler (20th.July). This remark was not made in apparent 
connection with the shootings, but when I complained to hin, 
that the Stautspollzei was continuously asp£ring to ever 
greater power and also that the Inspekteure were increasingly 
intervening in purely service matters, in order to force the 
Kriminalpolizei to depart from their fundamental.y strict 
adherence to law and procedure, 1.8. to cause stricter action 
in respect of law during the war to be enforced. 

As to when the Staatspolizei had begun with the shootings, 


I am not in a position to say, but I imagine it happened, when 
only very few prisoners were stil! ati large and their recapture 
could no longer be reckoned with. 

As regards the lapse of time he order for 


Grossfahndung and being shown 


could only have been a matter of 
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recall exact datos. I do know, +. wevor, for certain that no 
shootings had taken place anywhere at tke time when the order 
was shown to me. 

I do no longer .emember all the reasons why the 
prisoners were not sent to Sagan but to Görlitz, but i can 
recall, that either Kriminalkommissar Dr.Absalon or Kriminalrat 
Brünner reported to me that it would not be practible to 
lodge the prisoners in the police prison at Sagan, because 
there was already much excitement amongst the population in 
Sagan. On the one hand there existed the greatest rage against 
the English Air Force Officers who had bombed German cities, 

a rage, that was partly directed against the lax Camp control, 

on the other hand, the officers had by the passing of cigarettes, 
chocolate and tias of food, gained a great number of aiders 

and abettors amongst the population, so that it was manifestly 
impractible to house the officers in the town itself. I must 

have agreed at the time - so I now assume - as I must have been 
in the picture - to the proposal that the 55 recaptured officers 
should be held in Gbrlitz. There may possibly have been further 
reasons Which brought about this decision. 

Before the last mass escape had taken place, I had heard 
nothing about the prospect of more drastic measures to be taken 
against the prisoners; I heurd of it only after the final escape, 
but before I had been shown in Berlin the order for the 
shootings. It was then that Dr.Absalon had told me, that he had 
heard in Sagan Camp, from whom I do not know, although I believe 
it was from Oberst Lindeiner, that in future shootings would 
take place. When this particular order was shown to me in Berlin, 
it appeared to me to be merely a proof, that the military were 
behind this brutal measure, or at least had had knowledge of it 
before tho R.3.H.AÀ. 

As regards tho expression "more than half" in the order 


of Dr.Kaltenbrunner - this is how the wording is now fixed in 


AOANA 
0840 
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my mind; it is however quite possible that a specifio number 


was given, and that I, in quickly glanoing 


through the order, 
interpreted bt thus in my mind "but that is more than half" 
and this is what has now stuok in my memory. 

The complete list of tho escape leaders which had been 
called for by Amt V from the Ariminalpolizeilsitstelle Breslau, 
and had in turn been called for by th- latter from the Camp 
Administration Sagan was forwarded by the Kripoleitstelle to 
Amt V. I am of the opinion, Yithout being able to say for 
certain, that Amt V would have transmitted this list to Amt IV, 
so that Ss-Gruppenfthrer Müller could accordingly issue 
instructions to these Staatspolizeileitstellen concerned. 

As regards my statement, that General Nebe had spent 
nights on end on his office sottos, as I had been told, I did 
not wish to imply, that he had been so deeply affected by the 
shooting order only and had to hold himself in readiness day 
and night for any emergency. I only wanted to illustrate, how 
at that time Nebe was greatiy overworked and exhausted and how 
he had been affected by general conditions. Those "in the know" 
toid me, that Waller of Amt IV was making life unbearable for 


him and tried to seize every opportunity of making things diffi 


cult for him in order to "swallow up" the Ariminalpolizei and 


with it Nebe's department. 

I do not remember now, how long the "Grossfahndung" 414 
last, I believe that it was cancelled very soon by Amt Y, 
beoause it had worked G sickly and effectively and in any event 
it had ¢ necessarily to be confined to as short a period as 
possible, because it involved the use of a Very great number 
of personnel, 

Kriminalrat Srinner was Officer i/e of the Pahndungs- 
Inspectorate of the Kriminalpolize leitstelle Breslau. 
n, 


Purthermore ho was "Beauftragtor des R.3.H.Amts zur Verhinderung 


vom Kriegegefangenenfiuchten", - da-this-sonnestiss I mado a 


mistake in my previous statements. Kriminalkommissar Dr.Absalon 
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worked under him. 


|. 


is to 33.-Obersturmbanzführer Behrens, “Yo is supposed 


t 


to have been employed in 16 R.3.H.À. = I do or know any one 
of that name. Dr.Ament was employed in Amt V (Kriegsfahndtng), 
under Oberregierun-srat Schulze, what his Specific duties were, 
I do not know. 

The instructions to the Kriminálpolize! in Silesia, that 
no difficulties were to be placed in the way of Staatspolizei, 
if issued at all, must have been initiated by the Kriminalpolizei- 
leitstelle and must either have be n signed by me 
behalf by Brünner or Absalon. 

I do not know how tho Geheime Staatspolizei tock over 
ffom the local police prisons those officers sho were to be shot, 
it is,hosoveg possible that the Stapo got into touch with the 
local offices of the Kriminalpolizei. 

In Lower Silesia the firing squads were detailed by the 
Officer 1/0 of the Steatspolizei br.Scharpwinkel, or by his orders. 
I never heard who belonged to these squads. 

My observation in my statement of the 26th.ultimo, to 
the effect that, those officer prisoners of war, who had been 
transported by the Kriminalpolizei, had come to no harm, Was 
supposed to mphasise, that all the re-captured officers, 
unless they had been taken over by the Staatspolizei, were 
properly treated by tho Krips. Only those officers, who had been 
fetched by the Stapo, were shot. 

I declare, in answer to the question, as to thy the 
Kripo did not carry out the shootings, that in the execution of 
its duties the Kriminalpolizei feel themselves bound by the 
provisions of the Staatsprozessordnung and the Reionsstraf- 
gesetzbuch, and that their; -p;rsonoel were trained in 
&ocordange with these standards. On the other hand during the 
war the Staatspolizei had =- inolted Sy Himmler - bacome less 


sorupulousjfhey carried out executions on the orders of the 
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R.3.H.Amt or with the approval of the4"de pañtment whenever 
required. That is the reason why the German citizens general 
detestation of the Staatspolizei did not extend to the 


Kriminalpolizei, 


The urns were obviously returned to the Kriminalpolizei 


for the sole reason that the intervention of the Staatspolizei 
should not become publicly known, i.e. the English Officers 
in the camp should not become aware of it. 

I venture to repeat here my observations regarding certéin 
aspects of German law;e 

According to German law and its general interpretation - 
even as far back as the time of the Kaiser - only the superior, 
who gives the order to use arms, is in every case responsible at 
law. There is no other choise open to those officials or soddters, 
who have received such an order but to carry it out, thus in the 
present case the officials of the Kriminalpolizei were bound to 
let matters take their course, 

Every official of the Kriminalpolizei, even if he had not 
been transferred to the 33, was subject to the "33 - und Polizei- 
gerächt" and consequentley to military law; if he had refused 
to use arms in the course of his official duties whilst carrying 
oub an order issued by the highest authcrity he himself would have 
been shot for"Nichtbefolgung eines Dienstbefehls im Kriege" (non, 
execution of an official order in time of war); the refusal of any 
Offi estar 
to carry out the order wouid have in any case made no difference 
as the official concerned would merely have been replaced by 


another official. 
(Signed) WIELEN. 
Witness:- 


W.E.Hinohley Cooke, Col., 
7.September '45, 
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BRUNNER , KRIMINALPOLIZBILEITSTELLE , 
Breslau, 
Kriminalrat, 


SS.-Sturmbannführer 


Chrüstian Name; 

Age: 45 (?) Years. 

Build: slim. 

Married; Yes. 

Children: ? 

Hair; Turning grey, rather thick. 


Specisl distinguishing marks: None. 


Dialect: High German, noticeably sonorous voise, free from dialect. 


Place of birth: ? somewhere in South Germany. 
BRace of domicile: Breslau. 


Appointment: Kriminalpolizé@leitstelle, Breslau, Officer i/c of 
an inspectprate, Beauftragter des R.S.H.A. zur 
Verhinderung von Gefangenenfluchten. 


SS,34A,etc: SS.Sturmbannführer, by virtues bf his office. 
Wears spectacles: no. 


Service career: Studied law, became Kriminalkommissar, later 
against his wishes, was transferred to the Staats- 
polizei. In 1943, at his reugest, he was re-trans- 
ferred back ta the Kriminalpolizei. This was 
the result of repeated clashes with Dr.Scharpwinkel, 
the officer in charge of the Stapo, who accused 
him of being too soft. He proved himself a most 
capable official in the Kriminalpolizei. He was 
intelligent, keen, a go A speaker, successful. 
An upright man. 
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MURDER oF 50 R. À. F, OFFICERS 
meine — — 


nn A SS oe 


ESCAPERS FROM STALAG LUFT 3 


— ^ 


Qi ^x 19414) 


(This repart who be read in conjmetioan with reporta 


PWIs(H)/IO/77h end PWIS(H)/1DC/777 je 


rurther interrogation ef iW 1D 757 = 
Oberst Priod. We von LINDEINER-WILDAU 


S3 22452 A EE BER aN Die Bo Ge E a FRE Kai 


Caml Btaloyg Luft 2. May 42 = Mar 194. è 


This Pi has now recovered from the shock of finding hiaself in 
a PY Camp and big stntegents are more comprehensive end spparently reliahle, 


He is in the right frame of mind now to face up to Oberregicrimgsrat 
WIELEN or my other PW connected with this onsc. 


ad 


10 May 42 Oberst v.LINUSINER took over the position of Comuandant of 
Stalag Luft 3 from Oberst SLEPHANIS. A this time Maj PESCHEL 
was Abwehr officer No. 1 and Hptm BROILI was Abwehr officer 
No. 2e 


Maj. PESCHEL was transferred as Zbwchr officer to the new 
camp for R.A.F. Sargeantsat HEYDEKRUG, 
BROILI was then mode Abwehr officer Noe 1 at Stalag Luft 3. 


The camp at Stalar Luft 5 was for Lbwchr purposes divided into 
5 sections, in each of which there were 4 or 5 O.Bs allocated 
for detail duty, making BROILI's staff directly under his 
control a total of about 20 O.Rs. BROTLI should have had 

2 other officers on his staff, but because of the difficult 
manpower situation at this tine he was alone. BROILI reported 
to his superiors through the Comnendant, who exercised a 
certain amount of censorship over his (BROILI's) comments. 


The orgenisation of the chain of control is given in Appendix 
tat, attached hereto. This shows that the immediate Chief of 
the Cormandant was the 0.C. of the Luft Inspektion and the 
Chief of the Abwehr Service at the Camp was the 0.C. Abwehr 
in BRESLAU, Oberst WEISE. At no time was the camp security 
staff or the Comandant in contact with the Gestapo. 


405 
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In the sumer of 1943, following the period of insecurity 
caused by the frequent — to escape and the successes 
of escapers, the Cond was instructed to contact Kriminalrat 
BRUNNER in BRESLAU on matters of sccurity. 

BROILI's monthly r og on parcel inspection and escape 
attempts continued to be sent r cgularly to Abwehr Wehrkreis 
Kommando Ti who were responsible for passing on these 
reports to Major SALEWSKI at Abwehr III. 


Nov 43 n Nov 43 Oberregierungsrat WIELEN, accompanie 1 by Krii “ina dra 
RÚNNER and 10-12 security police off ficials, carried out c 
pecial inspection of Stalag Luft 3 without obtaining any 
ffective results. 


In Feb 44, Oberst v.LINDEINER wrote to BRUENNER, asking ; for 

advice on his —— — in the mtter of the camp seour ity 
and also asked BRUENNER to visit the comp and carry out a special. 
inspection. BRUENNER visited the camp, talked with BROILI and 
then left. He did ie carry out the special inspection reque sted 
by ve LINDEDER. 


In Mar LL veLINDEINER presided at an Abwehr officers! meetings 
A translation of the transactions of this meeting is published 
in report : PWIS(H)/IDC/777. 


24/25 Mar 44 On 24/25 Mar the expected outbreak took place in foul weather 


and at 


20 hrs) a : n T : 
€ ) Oberst ve LINDEINER was informed by Hptm BROILI that the brea 


25 Mar 44 
e y & 1 2 D e 1 
out had taken place and that the adjoining railway station had 


been warned. Oberst ve LINDEINER imæcdirtely inspected the 
camp and found that the remainder of the escape party was in 
hut No. 104, and ordered a count (roll-call) to establish who 
was missing. 

Meantime the report of the outbreak was being telephoned to 
the 42 points which had to be warned : 


Luft Gau Kdo III 

Luft Inspektion XVII 

Abwehrstelle VIII BRESLAU 
Kripoleitstelle BRESLAU 

ALL Flieger Horste 

All neighbouring railway stations 
All near police stations. 


0800 hrs Oberst ve LINDE IVER rg ted personally by phone to Luft Inspekti. 
XVII and reque sis d that the normal legal proceedings agains 
him following the break-out should bc inmediately instituted. 


Oberst WAEIDE of Luft Inspektion XVII arrived at the camp and 
made investirations. 


1400 hrs From Kripoleitstelle BRESL/U there arrived Ze 
Krininalo: at BRUENNER 
Dr. dat BS OLON 
Kriminalsekretaer SCHOLZ 
Kriminalsekretaer HAENAL. 
Oberst Ve LINDED m did not s anyone f this party. BRUENNER 
returned to BRESLAU the sveni e others remained the 
night at the campe 
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1730 hrs Obstlt MUELLER, the special security secti n of the 
Krie gspefanrenemmso arri at the UND LC stu Ly tho 
method of the escape plan. WAEIDE's report : t to Fiola 
Marshall GOERING; tho report pro ucel by MUELLER was sent to 
his Gencral and it would 1 to HITLER. 


Mar Al WAELDE and MUELLER left the camp before mid-da 


1200 hrs Oberst v.LINDEINER was called to ame-r before Oberst 
DINNEMEYER, a Major and Kriersrerichtsrat Dr.GARBE, all from 
Luft Gau Kdo III, when was o red to consider himself under 
arrest and ¿wait oxmunai 


May hA Oberst v.LINDEINER remained in hi eene at 
(2 rooms) and on 10 May M. procecded to his wife's | home in 
JESCHKENDORF near SAGAN. During the — 26 Mar - 10 May 4 
Dr. ABSOLON called twice to obtain fron v.LINDEINER information 


to prepare his prosecutio: 
GESTAPO 


During the period v.LINDEINER was at Stalag tuft 3 members of the 
Gestapo only once visited the camp ond this was only in conncetion with 
suspected case of insecurity at the camp among the German staff. The origin 
of this trouble were | letters found on a woman in VIENNA from Stalag Luft 3, 
which had not passed through the censorship. These letters,parcels and money hac 
been sent by the woman's husband, Dé KADAMICE. Gestapo personnel came to 
investigate the case, which was dropped when it was found that the PW had 


permission to send his wife letters, parcels and moncy from the cary 


Prior to ae mass escape of 24/25 Mor ki, Es ut 109 planned escapes 
were known and had been laid on by Pw d about 200 E PY had left the camp. 
Up to then the drill had been that,when PW were ee the holding 
unit phoned the Comd for an escort which brought the escapers back to Stalag 
Luft 3 without fail. Oberst v. LINDEINER insists that he knew that the Kripo 
as at his disposal to assist in camp security duties and that he could call 
on them at any time. He did not call them in until he felt it politic so to do 
in order to save his ow position. 


He is positive that nt no timc did he have connections with Stapo 
elements and knows nothing about local agents of this force. Curiously 
enough, when discussing the crimes, he automatically uses the terms 'Gcstapo' 
or 'Stapo! forces as those responsible, When questioned and asked to explain 
he responds with reference to Kripo as the agent although Gestapo may have 
provided the killers. 

LINDEINER now adds Kriminnlrat BRUENNER to the list of senior officials 
in the Kripo who can supply positive ifnormation as to who killed the R.A.F. 
officers. He insists also thn t, althe ug th some may have been killed in other 
centres, WIELEN must have been informed of the circumstances of their 
de struction. 
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APFINDIX At . — 
S HITIER's special 
General Inspekteur 
Re ichsmarschall O ] a. Krie gsgef angenen- 
Es suit : wesens, Gen. ROETTIC. 


oof 8.Lt.Col.MÜLLER HIMM 
LI bu e 


B.de Ee 
(Ersatz Heer) 


— Ó— M — — — 
D 


: $ Chief of Minister 
Inspektion Chef à. 1 Poli ce of — 
Kriegsgefangenerwesen Krie gsgef angenenwe sen "^ Interior 
Genmaj WESTOFF S-Ogruf. BERGEN Kripo 
.of S.Obst MUERER Gielen, 


— nennen 
Group I Group II Group III Group IVa Group IV b Group V Group VI 
Organisation & Administration Labour and PY admin. Sanitation Statistics, escapes Re-education 
Guards. German personnel employment of Finance and Maj. Dre WERNER and preventione Ob.RegeRat 
. Major Dr. HAMS Obst1teREINECKE prisoners-of- housinge Maj. EICKHOFF. Dr. RUPERT 
war's Director er 
Obstlt WELZIEN  GROSSKETTIER Abt III Abwehr. 
Officers: 
; Major CHORS 
i Major SALEWSKI 


EN DU A —— — — Y . 
: Wehrkreis VIII BRESIAU 


tuft Gau Käo III Luft Inspektion XVII Oberst WEISE 
Oberst  WAEIDE : 
Stalag Luft III,SAGAN.Hptm. BROILI. 
BROILI reported to BRESLAU. Comd reported to: 
Luft Gau Kdo III on all housing matterss 
Luft Inspektion XVII on all PW matters. 
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